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It’s Obama Time!

View from

Washington By Steve Kopperud
Policy Directions, Inc.

 It’s a given that President-elect 
Barack Obama will have to confront 
the current economic meltdown head-
on when he wakes up the day after 
his inauguration. And while that will 
be nearly an all-consuming task for 
his fledgling administration, other key 
issues – stem cell research, health care 
reform, carbon capture, energy policy, 
food safety, unemployment – argue there 
will be a very short honeymoon for the 
44th president of the United States.
 The game played in Washington 
these days is all about who gets tapped to 
play on the Obama team. The prospective 
names are starting to leak out, the office 
pools are being formed on who gets 
what job, and soon we’ll see the cabinet, 
subcabinet, and White House that will be 
the Obama administration. What will an 
Obama presidency look like? 
 So far, it looks a whole lot like the 
Clinton administration.
 There are a finite number of 
experienced party players of any stripe 
available at any given time. Those 
Clintonites who joined think tanks, 
law firms, or universities, or became 
“consultants” to lobbying shops in 
Washington, DC, are coming out of the 
woodwork, names and faces not heard or 
seen in just about the eight years George 
W. Bush was president. It’s their time in 
the sun. Some will take new jobs in this 
“historic” administration; others will not 
want to take the pay cut, but will become 
key influencers to those who do. 
 This is to be expected. After all, 
Obama must draw his cabinet from the 
ranks of the party faithful, though he’s also 
looking at some fairly solid Republican 
players to join his “administration of 
change.” The concern, however, is that 
by recycling the old Clinton team, how 
much “change” from the Washington-as-
usual can be expected? 
 The first hire made public was 
Representative Rahm Emanuel (D-IL), 
who will give up his House seat to 
become White House chief of staff. 
Emanuel is a Democrat’s Democrat, 

so totally committed to both Democrat 
ideals and Obama philosophy that he’s 
known as a political pit bull, whether on 
the floor of the House or the campaign 
trail. Highly intelligent, Emanuel will 
provide to Obama the “big stick” he’ll 
need as the president walks softly 
through the halls of Congress, keeping 
him above the inevitable partisan battles. 
His greatest value will be to keep the 
House – and by that I mean Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) – from getting out 
ahead of the new president as Emanuel is 
one of the few known to be able to take 
on Pelosi and prevail.
 The next player to be announced 
was John Podesta as co-chair of the 
Obama transition team. The transition 
team roster reads like a Clinton alumni 
club roster. Podesta, on leave as head of 
a Washington think tank he created, is 
President Bill Clinton’s former chief of 
staff, a man with a keen intellect, but also 
a tough political street fighter. He’s well-
known to the Washington agricultural 
contingent as he was one of three senior 
staff who ran the Senate Agriculture 
Committee in the early 1990s when 
Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) was chair. 
Podesta’s brother, Tony, runs one of the 
biggest lobbying shops in Washington. 
While it’s not known whether Podesta 
will abandon his think tank to take a job 
inside the White House – my guess is he 
will – this is the man who will have direct 
influence over the acceptability of every 
nominee Obama may consider. 
 Just before Thanksgiving, Obama 
sent a calming signal to Wall Street by 
naming his economic team. That team, 
a critical component of the incoming 
administration’s bid to jump-start a 
flailing economy, includes, as expected, 
the nomination of Tim Geithner, 

president and chief executive officer of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 
to be secretary of treasury. Geithner 
has been intimately involved in the 
development and execution of the current 
economic rescue plan. Obama also 
named former Clinton Secretary of the 
Treasury Lawrence Summers as director 
of the National Economic Council. It’s 
expected Summers will take the lead 
on economic policy development, with 
Geithner acting to implement policy and 
programs.
 Dr. Christina Romer, a professor of 
economics at the University of California 
at Berkeley, will chair the White House’s 
Council of Economic Advisors, with 
Melody Barnes named director of the 
Domestic Policy Council. Barnes’ 
position is critical as it includes all issues 
related to food, agriculture, and trade 
considered by the White House. 
 As to who will eventually become 
the secretaries, deputy secretaries, deputy 
under secretaries, assistant secretaries, 
and deputy assistant secretaries of 
whichever department is speculation at 
this point, but some names are bouncing 
to the top of a consensus list. With rare 
exception, the White House rarely 
dips below this cabinet and subcabinet 
level when making appointments, 
meaning sitting agency and center 
administrators and directors within the 
various departments will likely keep their 
jobs. To mess with the mid-level jobs is 
to risk sucking the institutional memory 
and expertise out of the departments.
 Who gets the nod for secretary of 
agriculture is more significant in this 
presidential transition than in previous 
administrations if only because the 
meltdown on Wall Street will soon be 
felt in the small towns of rural America 
if not in board rooms in New York 
and Chicago. The names most often 
listed include Representative Charlie 
Stenholm (D-TX), now a consultant 
at a Washington law firm; Tom Buis, 
president of the National Farmers Union 
(NFU); and Representative Collin 

So far, it looks a whole 
lot like the Clinton 

administration.
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Peterson (D-MN), chair of the House 
Agriculture Committee. A new addition 
to the list is Representative Stephanie 
Herseth Sandlin (D-SD), a 38-year-old 
four-term representative.
 Of the top contenders, Stenholm 
makes the most sense. He’s a founding 
member of – and continues to counsel – 
the Blue Dog Democrats in the House, 
that fiscally conservative cabal of 
moderate Democrats increasingly key 
to moving or stopping any legislation, 
and he’s well-respected by both sides of 
the aisle on both sides of Capitol Hill. 
He knows how the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) works – and doesn’t 
– so there’d be little, if any, learning 
curve, and he’s a known quantity to the 
agriculture community, well-liked, and 
respected. Stenholm could hit the ground 
running and take on Pelosi and Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) 
when circumstances demand. He also 
lost his seat in a redistricting vendetta 
pulled off by former Representative 
Tom DeLay (D-TX), in part for refusing 
to change his party affiliation to make 
DeLay and his gang happy. This has to 
count for something with Emanuel and 
Podesta. 
 Buis, while extremely qualified and 
well-respected, is a registered lobbyist – 
apparently the ultimate sin in an Obama 
administration – and, frankly, he’d have 
more power and influence as president 
of NFU than sitting at the top of USDA. 
Peterson has said repeatedly he’s not 
interested in the job, and I’m willing to 
take his word on that, but I also wouldn’t 
be surprised if he was nominated and 
accepted the job. 
 Another name to watch is Bart 
Chilton, the co-chair of the agriculture 
transition team, who currently sits 
as a Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) commissioner 
and has held key jobs on Capitol Hill, 
most prominently as senior advisor 
on agriculture and transportation to 
former Senate Majority Leader Tom 
Daschle (D-SD), a key Obama insider. 
He was also vice president of NFU for 
government affairs. He’s a veteran of 
several top level jobs during Clinton’s 
USDA. To me, Chilton has deputy 
secretary nominee written all over him. 
And while no names have emerged 
specifically tied to the USDA deputy 
secretary slot, it’s expected Chilton’s 
current CFTC job may be rolled into 

a reinvented Securities and Exchange 
Commission/CFTC, so he’s looking. 
 For the key jobs of under secretary 
for marketing and regulatory programs 
or foreign affairs and farm programs, 
no names specifically tied to those slots 
have emerged; it’s likely the secretary 
nominee will want to provide input into 
those key team positions. 
 Daschle gets the nod to head the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), a nomination, according 
to inside speculation, acceptable to 
Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA), chair 
of the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. Kennedy, suffering 
from a brain tumor, has not resigned from 
the Senate and is working hard on health 
care reform legislation as his priority 
in the 111th Congress. Daschle makes 
the most sense because of his interest 
in health care reform – he just wrote a 
book on it – and it’s known that since he 
didn’t get the White House chief of staff 
job, HHS is his second pick. He’s also 
a skilled political player, a key talent to 
getting something as controversial as 
health care reform through Congress. 
 FDA commissioner is a different 
game altogether. So far the names most 

often mentioned are new ones, including 
the public health officer of Baltimore, 
MD. My guess is that we’ve not yet read 
the name of the person who will take over 
at FDA. The good news here is that the 
directors of the Center for Veterinary 
Medicine and Center for Food Safety and 
Applied Nutrition, the respective ground 
zeros on feed and food safety, will likely 
not change unless those individuals 
decide to move on to greener pastures.
 So, there you have my guesses 
as to who will get the jobs proposing, 
implementing, and overseeing the 
policy and programs renderers most care 
about. Other nominations made already 
or expected include Senator Hillary 
Clinton as secretary of state, Arizona 
Governor Janet Napolitano as secretary 
of homeland security, former New 
Mexico Governor Bill Richardson as 
secretary of commerce, and Peter Orszag 
as head of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 
 But a wise man, with more than a 
few years in Washington, reminded me 
the other day that more often than not, 
the folks campaigning for or expected to 
get these jobs early on, rarely emerge the 
winner in this sweepstakes. We’ll see. R
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G.A. Wintzer and Son Celebrates 160 Years

Newsline By Tina Caparella

business around 1900 and became hide 
brokers until 1920, when the company 
began rendering operations with a single 
3-1/2’ x 3’ open-top cooker. At this point 
Gus and his son, Carl, were running 
the family operation and changed the 
company’s name to G.A. Wintzer and 
Son Co., which is still used today.
 Tragedy struck a second time when 
Carl, at the age of 48, died unexpectedly 
of a heart attack in 1945. Carl’s wife and 
the plant manager took over operations of 
the business while Carl’s son, Fred, was 
serving in the Navy. During World War 
II, the rendering company participated in 
the war effort of collecting used cooking 
oil from residents to make glycerin, 
which was used in explosives.
 In 1946, the company suffered 
another disaster when the plant, located 
north of town, completely burned down. 
After scouring various locations, and 
fighting a legal battle with area farmers 
who didn’t want the new facility in their 
backyard, a site with railroad access was 
chosen south of town and a new plant 
was built by 1948. The new facility 
housed one of the first wastewater 
treatment plants in Ohio and contained 
three cookers for fat and bone rendering. 

By this time, Fred had returned from 
his military service and was running the 
company.
 Under Fred’s leadership, production 
grew about five percent a year until 1970. 
Plant capacity also grew to accommodate 
the increased material, from three cookers 
to five, then to seven cookers, including 
the addition of feather cookers to service 
the growing laying hen industry.
 In the early 1970s, a Duke 1800 
system with a 10-inch press was installed, 
encompassing the entire plant and forcing 
the company to expand the building. 
In the mid-1970s, the beef industry 
switched to prepackaged and boxed 
beef, causing a decline in Wintzer’s beef 
material. However, around the same 
time, the restaurant industry began to 
grow, filling in the gaps the beef industry 
left behind.
 The fifth generation of Wintzers, 
Fred’s sons Gus and Carl, began 
working in the family business right 
after graduating high school. Starting 
in 1970, Gus worked summers while 
attending college and eventually law 
school. He began working full time in 
1977. Carl did the same beginning in 
1973, until he came on board full time 

Four Generations of Wintzer Men

 Charles (Karl) Gustave (Gus) Carl Fred
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 Not many renderers can brag about 
being around for 160 years, but an Ohio 
rendering company has accomplished 
just that milestone.
 It all began in 1848, when at the 
young age of 14, Charles (Karl) Wintzer 
arrived in Wapakoneta, OH, from his 
homeland of Germany to assist his uncle 
in the hide business. Back then, oak bark 
was used to tan the hides in about 60 
days, and chicken manure removed the 
hair. In 1857, two years after his uncle 
died, Wintzer bought the business from 
his aunt and renamed it Charles Wintzer 
Tanning. The company produced strap 
leather from the processed hides, selling 
its wares from the brick building the 
family also lived in.
 In 1860, Wintzer’s brother, Gus, 
arrived in the United States and was 
“hired” by Charles to fight in his place in 
the Civil War, something quite common 
in those days. But tragedy struck when 
Gus was killed at Vicksburg while 
serving with his German-speaking 
infantry from Ohio. Charles honored 
his brother by naming his son Gustave 
(Gus), who eventually joined his father 
in the company.
 The Wintzers got out of the tanning 



in 1978 after his college education. The 
two brothers worked in all facets of 
the family business to learn the entire 
operation.
 During the 1980s, G.A. Wintzer and 
Son acquired several small businesses, 
including a fertilizer operation and 
three rendering plants, closing each 
operation and moving production to its 
Wapakoneta plant. It was also during 
this time the rendering industry went 
through quite a bit of consolidation due 
to lower commodity prices. Although 
G.A. Wintzer’s production held steady, 
by the late 1980s, the company was 
forced to downsize from a 24-hour per 
day, five day a week operation to just two 
shifts. To help further offset expenses, 
truck maintenance was done in-house. 
But the downturn didn’t last for long.
 In the early 1990s, the plant began 
continuous operations of its poultry 
processing and started separating the 
poultry meal from meat and bone meal. 
The plant also went back to operating 
three shifts, which continues today.
 Fred officially retired from the 
family business in 1989 at the age of 

Continued on page 19

G.A. Wintzer and Son’s protein meal delivery truck, circa 1946. 

G.A. Wintzer and Son’s rendering plant, circa 2003.
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T he U.S. economy has been in financial turmoil this year,  
 with real estate prices falling, banks closing, and stock markets 
plummeting, all while the rendering industry has enjoyed 
increased prices for their products. But just weeks before 
the industry convened for its annual meeting in late October, 
renderers suffered a blow as commodity prices tumbled, giving 
them additional fuel for discussion at the National Renderers 
Association (NRA) 75th Annual Convention.
 A record number of members gathered in Laguna Niguel, 
CA, to discuss how to not only deal with declining prices, but 
an impending Food and Drug Administration (FDA) feed rule. 
Four days of meetings and presentations provided renderers 
some fat to chew on as they celebrated a milestone for NRA.
 For 75 years, the association has provided a unified 
voice for the industry to address various issues. A nostalgic 
slideshow of photos was the highlight of a luncheon honoring 
past conventions and the many changes the industry has 
weathered over the past 75 years. This was followed by a much 
anticipated “Talk with Chuck” discussion with financial guru 
Charles Schwab, founder and chairman, The Charles Schwab 
Corporation.

 Schwab said the recent downslide of the stock market was 
the ninth “crack” in his financial career and one of the biggest, 
even larger than the downturn in 1973-1974.
 “It has come on because of a great amount of credit and 
debt,” Schwab commented. “Principal institutions went wild 
with their lending.” Although the soft-spoken man was not 
overly optimistic about the country’s financial future, warning 
that banks are tightening up on lending, he reassured attendees 
that there are still great stocks to invest in. Schwab advised 
renderers to be invested in five different industries, answered 
many of their questions, and offered his insight into the 
country’s financial future: “We are resilient as a country. We’ll 
clean this stuff up and get back to the way it used to be.”
 Randy Blach, Cattle-Fax, provided a more detailed 
financial picture, saying that food and beverage inflation was at 
5.9 percent in August, the highest level since December 1990. 
Other cost inflation figures included crude oil up 156 percent 
since 2000, pasture land up 135 percent, and corn prices up 
132 percent. 
 Blach painted a mixed picture for hide and offal values 
per head of cattle. Comparing October 2006 to October 2008, 
the value of tallow was up $5.61 per head and meat and bone 
meal was up $4.34 per head. On the flip side, comparing values 
from July 2008 to October, tallow plummeted $19.25 per head 
and meat and bone meal was down $4.46 per head. Blach said 
the plunge in rendered product prices is due to the decline in 
corn, soybean, and wheat prices.
 “And it’s all tied to this global financial market we’re 
dealing with,” he stipulated. “Chaos is, I think, what we’d call 
it.” Every one dollar per bushel change in corn impacts meat 
and bone meal by $45 per ton. Corn prices have dropped 48 
percent over its high in the past year, the largest percent decline 
in 20 years. Historically, yellow grease and crude prices had 
no correlation until April 2007 when the tax laws changed. 
Since then price fluctuations of the two commodities trend 
together – each $10 change in crude oil price affects yellow 
grease prices by two cents per pound.
 Blach reported that U.S. cattle herds are getting smaller 
due to higher costs and narrow margins, with a $110 a ton per 
head loss suffered this year. Export markets are important to 
the livestock industry, with 70 percent of the increase in pork 
production exported and 26 percent of the increase in beef 
production exported. In all, 10 billion pounds of protein was 
exported more than was consumed in the United States.

Renderers Caught in 
Financial Turmoil

Charles Schwab, center, tries to bring understanding about 
the U.S. financial markets to renderers. Joining him at the 
“Talk with Chuck” session are A. Michael Koewler, left, 
and Michael Koewler, Sacramento Rendering Company. 
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Continued on page 12

 “If we don’t have access to these export markets, we have 
a big problem,” Blach noted. “We have to be able to trade or 
we’re upside down in a hurry and we become a much smaller 
industry.” Although the cattle industry is smaller – there 
were 132 million head in 1972 compared to about 95 million 
today – 2008 will be the second biggest beef production year 
in history due to much larger animals. Blach predicted a 
400,000 to 500,000 head drop in cow slaughter in 2009, but a 
slight increase in the number of dairy cows – a trend that will 
continue, especially in the western United States.
 As for MCOOL, or mandatory country-of-origin labeling, 
Blach remarked that it is the worst legislation to come through 
the cattle industry in 25 years: “It just makes zero sense.” 
 Dr. Bernadette Dunham, Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA)/Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM), informed 
attendees that rendering’s role needs to be embraced by 
the public because of its benefits to animal agriculture. She 
remarked that the discovery of melamine in pet food in 2007 
opened everyone’s eyes as to the international market we’re 
in and the public’s love for their pets. Because of that incident 
and other trade issues, FDA opened an office in China at the 
end of November 2008. 
 Dunham spoke about the new enhanced feed rule due to 
go into effect April 2009, addressing concerns renderers have 
that the rule makes them liable for the actions of others. She 
said the guidance document specifies that all records must be 
accurate and truthful, and criminal action is possible against 
anyone providing false information, but that FDA doesn’t have 
the time or resources for overzealous enforcement. Dunham 
commended NRA for its dialogue with FDA and CVM.
 “You do have a wonderful reputation,” she noted. “You 
are a role model we can work with.”
 Changing subjects was Dr. Garth Boyd, Camco North 
America, who described carbon footprints and credits to 
renderers. He is skeptical of the “sky is falling” mentality of 
some scientists regarding climate change, but does believe there 
is some global warming and that humans are having an impact 
on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Currently there is no U.S. 
federal regulation on GHG emissions, but because some states 
are beginning to implement their own, Boyd expects federal 
legislation is forthcoming in the next one to two years. 
 Boyd explained projects that would aid businesses 
in capturing and destroying methane, and admitted that 
determining carbon credits is an extremely complicated 

process. In order to obtain a carbon credit, a business has to do 
something in addition to or different than “business as usual,” 
i.e., using biofuels instead of diesel. Wal-Mart is aggressively 
requiring suppliers to determine their carbon footprint and 
reduce emissions. At a recent dairy sustainability summit, the 
dairy industry agreed to reduce its GHG emissions 50 percent 
from 2007 levels by 2020. Boyd pointed out that the beef 
industry has the greatest liability in GHG emissions, while 
broilers are the most efficient in their emissions.

Committees Convene
 Besides economic issues, there was plenty of industry 
business to take care of, beginning with the Animal Protein 
Producers Industry (APPI) Committee where Dr. David 
Meeker, vice president, Scientific Services, NRA, reported 
that Code of Practice certifications are going smoothly and the 
program has served the industry well. 
 Steve Kopperud, Policy Directions, advised the 
Environmental Committee to expect little relief in the treatment 
of fats under the spill prevention, control, and countermeasure 
proposed rule issued in October 2007, where there is little 

Renderers Caught in 
Financial Turmoil As the industry commemorates the  

National Renderers Association’s

By Tina Caparella

Niels Nielsen, left, DAKA a.m.b.a, and Stephen Woodgate, 
Beacon Research, address international issues affecting 
renderers.
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differentiation from the handling of petroleum oils. At the 
moment, any action at EPA is on hold pending the new White 
House administration next January.
 The Biofuels Committee meeting usually draws a large 
contingency of renderers and this year’s gathering was no 
exception. Committee Chairman Chuck Neece, Central Bi-
Products, said the publication and implementation of a new 
ASTM International biodiesel specification that requires cold 
soak filterability testing is having quite an impact on biodiesel 
producers using animal fats as they are having problems meeting 
the test requirements. Another issue of concern for renderers is 
that as of October 1, 2008, Minnesota and surrounding states 
are only allowing the use of biodiesel with a cloud point of 
two degrees Celsius or lower until April 1, 2009. 
 “That is very difficult to meet if you use animal fats,” 
Neece commented. 
 Todd Moser, Rothsay, presented the recommendations 
of a biofuels task force on how best to change the negative 
perception that rendered fats often receive within the biodiesel 
industry, which has no technical or factual merit. He reported 
that animal fats and yellow grease now account for roughly 30 
percent of biodiesel feedstocks, up from 10 percent one year 
ago. The task force will disseminate educational materials at the 
national biodiesel conference in February and at fuel marketer 
meetings.
 The TSE (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy) 
Committee discussed the impending FDA feed rule, including 
recommending a supplier certification form drafted by lawyers 
for Valley Proteins. Michael Koewler, Sacramento Rendering 
Company, said the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture has been proactively working with his company 
to develop inspection parameters to comply with the rule, 
and highly suggested contacting the dairy industry to educate 
them on the impact of the new rule. Jim Hodges, American 
Meat Institute, said the rule will only affect about 15 percent 

Convention Continued from page 11

Randy Blach, Cattle-Fax, tackled explaining the 
effect lower financial markets are having on 
agriculture commodity prices.

It wasn’t all doom and gloom as these renderers 
enjoyed reminiscing. From left is Howard Murray, 
Sanimax/Kendallville Fertilizer, James Otto and 
Roger Zehe, Ohio By-Products (both retired), and 
Richard Stradtman, Florida By Products.

of total U.S. cattle slaughter, but that the burden will fall on 
cow slaughterers. Spinal cord removal is not a concern as it has 
been removed all along, but removal of the brains will be more 
challenging. Hodges said the big issue is lingering questions 
about what constitutes compliance.
 While very few questions were answered, renderers took 
turns voicing their continued opposition to and concern over 
FDA’s new rule. Dr. Don Franco, past president, APPI, said 
there is no evidence that the infectious bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE) agent exists in the U.S. cattle population, 
that of the three cases detected in the country since December 
2003, one was in an imported animal from Canada and the other 
two were atypical cases and not related to feed. Franco also 
pointed out the industry has a consistent 95 percent or better 
compliance rate with the feed rule put in place in 1997.
 The Legislative Committee encouraged all renderers 
to attend next year’s NRA congressional fly-in June 15-17, 
2009. With a new Congress in 2009, the next fly-in will be the 
most important one ever to inform new congressional leaders 
on the value of the rendering industry. Committee members 
then agreed to support funding for California Grain and Feed 
Association lobbying efforts in California on specific rendering 
issues within the state: FDA feed rule, grease theft, brown 
grease manifest regulations, and branding the industry as green 
and critical. Most committee members agreed that laws passed 
in California are often followed and implemented by other 
states or even federal government. The Pacific Coast Renderers 
Association is providing a large sum of the proposed funding 
for the lobbying efforts.
 Members of the International Market Development 
Committee (IMDC) discussed raising dues to cover a budget 
deficit, but because of current economic conditions decided 
instead to make a plea to the industry for a 25 percent voluntary 
contribution above and beyond current dues. Bruce Ross, NRA 
European consultant, reported there has been a 46 percent drop 
in BSE cases worldwide over the past year. In 2007, 175 BSE 
cases were reported in the 25 European Union (EU) countries.
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International Issues
 “Wow, wow, wow!” was the response of IMDC Chairman 
Mike Gilbert, Griffin Industries, to rendered product markets 
over the past year at the opening of the convention’s 
International Market Forum. He explained that the market has 
been fast moving, challenging, and seen its ups and downs, 
especially with prices. Gilbert pointed out that it had been a 
seller’s market, but prices took a nose dive in September and 
October 2008, sometimes dropping three to five cents per pound 
in a day.
 Niels Nielsen, European Fat Processors and Renderers 
Association, wasn’t quite so animated in his details on the 
European rendering industry, reporting that although the 
intraspecies feed ban was still in place in the EU, there has 
been some stirring on ways to start introducing animal proteins 
back into European animal feeds. Some items being worked 
on include a species test to detect ruminant protein that will 
require European Commission approval, and an internationally 
accepted and validated testing method for insoluble impurities 
in tallow. Other requirements that need to be put in place before 
the ban can be lifted include document control and traceability, 
and markers for category one and two material.
 Paul Stenzel, past president, Australian Renderers 
Association, said a labor shortage is affecting the meat and 
rendering industries down under due to a mining boom where 
workers can make a substantial income. Currently, renderers 
are importing foreign workers. Escalating energy costs and a 
weakened Australian dollar are also having an effect on the 
bottom line, despite tallow prices near $900 a metric ton (the 
average is $600 for Australian product) and meat and bone 
meal prices above $600 a metric ton (average is $400).
 Only a small part of Australia’s biodiesel industry is 
currently operating. Stenzel said the problem going forward is 
investor confidence: some publically listed companies are now 
trading at less than one percent of their peak share value. There 
is also no support from big oil companies and no government 
incentives. 

 German Davalos, NRA director for Latin America, reported 
that shrimp aquaculture in the region is growing at a rate of 21 
percent per year, providing potential for rendered products in 
feed formulations. A research project on aquaculture is being 
jointly sponsored by NRA, the Fats and Proteins Research 
Association, the Colombian Shrimp Producers Association, 
and a Colombian feed company. NRA will have representation 
at the World Aquaculture 2009 convention in May 2009 in 
Veracruz, Mexico.
 “It is important to have a presence at these events to 
distill any misconceptions about rendered products,” Davalos 
stated.
 Ross reappeared with information on two main areas of 
interest in Europe: the potential for tallow and yellow grease 
as biofuel feedstocks in the EU, and the use of processed 
animal proteins in EU feed. He said the drivers for change 
in this region are animal feed shortages and high costs, a 
big demand for an intensive livestock sector, and the lack 
of alternative technologies to increase feed production. He 
reiterated Nielsen’s comment about the European Parliament 
stirring, but that there is still resistance to relaxing the EU feed 
ban. Ross said a review of Regulation No. 1774/2002, Europe’s 
animal by-products regulation, should be complete by spring 
2009; if it’s not, there will be a two-year wait for any changes 
to existing feed regulations.
 Kent Swisher, vice president, NRA International Programs, 
wrapped up the convention’s international forum by discussing 
export markets. He informed attendees that Mexico is the 
largest importer of tallow in the world, and that Indonesia 
is a growing market for all renderers globally. Swisher also 
compared the increasing amount of animal proteins exported 
from the EU-27 countries: in 2002, exports were at 23,000 
metric tons; in 2007, that number grew ten-fold to 230,000 
metric tons.
 NRA’s next annual convention is October 19-23, 2009, in 
San Francisco, CA. R

Dr. Yu Yu, left, NRA regional director for Asia 
(retired), and John Dupps, The Dupps Company, 
passionately discuss rendering equipment.

Claus Ostergaard, left, Duane Anderson, and Rob 
Phillips, Haarslev, proudly show off the “grandma 
pants” given away at the tabletop exhibit.
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Clearing Up the Confusion  
of the New Feed Rule

 As the calendar inches closer to April 27, 2009, renderers, 
meat packers, feed manufacturers, farmers, and other related 
industries are trying to sort out exactly how the new Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) enhanced feed rule will affect 
them. In an effort to help meat packers and renderers sort it 
all out, the National Renderers Association (NRA), FDA, and 
the American Meat Institute (AMI) co-sponsored a webinar in 
mid-November.
 FDA’s Burt Pritchett, Division of Animal Feeds, said the 
agency’s guidance document, of which a draft was published 
in the November 26, 2008, Federal Register (see page 31), will 
answer many questions the industry has on how to comply with 
the new rule, but that the guidance document is not prescriptive. 
Pritchett said the new rule expands safeguards against bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) already put in place by 
FDA’s 1997 feed rule, and used Canada’s investigation of that 
country’s thirteenth BSE case discovered in June 2008 as an 
example of why further safeguards are needed. The Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency determined cross-contaminated feed 
was most likely the reason a cow born in 2003 became infected 
with the disease. The United States has diagnosed only two 
native animals with the disease in June 2005 and March 2006, 
both of which were atypical cases. A third case diagnosed in 
December 2003 was in an imported animal from Canada.
 The new rule requires certain cattle material be prohibited 
in animal feed (CMPAF), and defines the material as:
 • brains and spinal cords from cattle over 30 months of age;
 • entire carcasses of cattle not inspected (ante mortem) 
and passed for human consumption
  - unless shown to be less than 30 months of age, or
  - brain and spinal cord are removed;
 • entire carcasses of BSE-positive cattle;
 • tallow derived from BSE-positive cattle;
 • tallow from CMPAF if containing impurities greater than 
0.15 percent; and
 • mechanically separated beef made from CMPAF.
 Currently, under 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
589.2000, mammalian material is prohibited in ruminant feed 
but can be used in other animal feeds and that rule will still 
apply going forward. The 2008 rule adds a new section to the 
CFR, 589.2001.
 Cattle slaughterers already remove the brain and spinal cord 
in accordance with existing U.S. Department of Agriculture 
regulations that require removal of specified risk materials 
(SRMs) in cattle 30 months of age and older processed for 
human food. Under the new FDA feed rule, slaughter facilities 
will need to separate the brain and spinal cord from the rest of 
the SRMs if the animal is 30 months of age or older and the 
material is going to be rendered. FDA is not specifying what 
methods must be followed to remove the brain and spinal 
cord, just what the slaughter industry currently has in place. 
According to AMI’s Jim Hodges, most packers use a vacuum 

system for removal of both the brain and spinal cord. Even 
though slaughter facilities are not regulated and inspected 
by FDA, renderers are and should require their suppliers to 
have procedures and records in place to meet the new FDA 
requirements to ensure they are in compliance.
 Downer animals are prohibited from entering the food 
chain but can continue to be rendered under the new rule, 
provided they are either under 30 months of age or the brain 
and spinal cord have been removed if 30 months of age and 
older. The same applies to dead stock received from farms. As 
for methods to determine the age of cattle, again FDA is not 
prescribing a particular method, just what industry standards 
are in place, such as animal identification, dairy herd records, 
dentition, body weight, or feedlot origin. Hodges said the 
packing industry primarily uses dentition to determine an 
animal’s age. Again, written procedures will need to be in place 
so renderers are assured suppliers are in compliance with the 
FDA rule. If suppliers prefer not to separate CMPAF, renderers 
must consider all material collected as CMPAF.
 Under the new rule, all tallow from non-CMPAF sources 
may be used in non-ruminant feed, whereas tallow from non-
CMPAF sources can only be used in ruminant feed if it contains 
no more than 0.15 percent insoluble impurities. Tallow from 
CMPAF can only be used in ruminant and other animal feed 
if it contains no more than 0.15 percent insoluble impurities. 
Specific analytical methods to determine those insoluble 
impurities include the American Oil Chemists’ Society Ca 3a-
46, or another method equivalent in accuracy, precision, and 
sensitivity. The rule states that tallow should be sampled at the 
point where it is ready to go into distribution.
 The rule allows foreign countries such as Australia and 
New Zealand who are declared “negligible” for BSE by 
international organizations to petition the FDA for exemption 
from the rule requirements. Otherwise, all countries must 
comply with FDA’s new rule for those rendered products being 
exported to the United States. All countries must continue to 
comply with the 1997 feed rule.
 As for the amount of material affected, FDA expects 
28 million pounds of CMPAF from slaughter facilities will 
initially be disposed of in landfills. The agency is forecasting 
a 26 to 41 percent decrease in cattle mortalities being sent to 
rendering, translating to 363 million to 577 million pounds of 
material being disposed of by means other than rendering. This 
translates to a tremendous economic impact to the rendering 
industry, estimated by FDA to be anywhere from $64 million to 
$80.5 million per year. The agency estimates the cost to cattle 
producers will be from $28 million to $39 million per year due 
to lower cattle prices to offset segregation and disposal costs at 
slaughter, loss for cattle no longer rendered, and increased dead 
stock collection fees. The new rule also raises a big concern 
among the livestock industry about improper carcass disposal, 
which FDA does not regulate.
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Compliance Up to Renderers
 It was agreed by all the webinar presenters that the burden 
of the new regulation will fall on renderers, with Shannon 
Jordre, FDA’s Division of Compliance, admitting the rule 
is directed at renderers. Inspections won’t begin until after 
April 27, 2009, and products in the channels of trade after that 
date must be in compliance. David Meeker, NRA, said some 
renderers who will be handling CMPAF will need to have their 
systems clear of the prohibited material by late January so 
suppliers need to check the deadline of the particular rendering 
facility they work with.
 FDA estimates that less than 150 U.S. rendering facilities 
in about 30 to 32 states will be subject to the new rule. Jordre 
emphasized that enforcement of the new rule isn’t expected to 
be any different than current enforcement of the 1997 rule and 
that inspectors have already been trained in the new rule with 
another training session scheduled for spring 2009.
 So how do renderers comply with the rule, especially 
since there is no practical way of testing for brain and spinal 
cord in raw material, rendered products, or finished feed? 
Documentation, documentation, documentation. 
 Under the new rule, renderers who collect cattle material 
for animal feed must have documentation from each supplier 
that CMPAF has been removed and separated. NRA is 
recommending renderers use an “Annual Raw Material 
Supplier Certification/Undertaking” form that allows suppliers 
to verify they are complying with the rule if they are handling 
CMPAF material. The form specifies the type of plant collecting 
from, type of materials the plant handles, age of cattle material 
processed, and whether the supplier’s plant removes CMPAF 

from cattle 30 months of age or older. 
 Renderers should request a copy of a supplier’s written 
procedures to determine age of cattle and procedure to remove 
CMPAF. They should also ask suppliers how CMPAF or SRMs 
are being disposed of if not being collected for rendering – just 
for their own records. Suppliers need to be aware that they 
could be held criminally liable for false information provided 
to renderers. 
 How frequently raw material documentation needs to 
be updated will depend on the supplier’s operation and type 
of supplier, but documents should be updated at least once 
a year. Renderers who collect dead stock should request 
documentation on each collection. Documentation will provide 
renderers a “warranty” that suppliers are complying with the 
new regulation. The rule allows and even encourages use of 
a third-party certification, especially for slaughter facilities 
supplying to renderers.
 The new rule also puts in place “marking” procedures 
intended to make clear to feed manufacturers that material 
containing CMPAF cannot be fed to any animals. Raw material 
that contains CMPAF must be marked by an agent visible to 
the naked eye, unless the material is to be rendered for the 
tallow. If the material is rendered, tallow exceeding 0.15 percent 
insoluble impurities and meat and bone meal must be marked. 
FDA is recommending one of several marking procedures used 
in Europe and Canada. Product intended for export must be 
labeled and marked in compliance with the importing country’s 
regulations.
 For more information on the new rule, log on to  
www.fda.gov/cvm/bsetoc.html. R
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  at utilization in broiler rations in the United States has  
  been established for many years. In many other countries, 
however, use of fats has been sporadic, at much lower levels, 
and with an emphasis on vegetable fats. In international 
markets, soybean oil is the preferred fat source as it is perceived 
as the highest quality fat available. It often sells at a multiple 
of greater than two times that of imported U.S. yellow grease 
and thus makes no economic sense unless it has a substantially 
greater benefit in terms of the performance of the bird. 
 Relatively speaking, little work on the use of all fats in 
broiler rations has been performed in the past 20 years. While 
there has been a good bit of work relative to the energy content 
of a variety of fat sources (National Research Council, 1994), 
there has been less work on how these numbers relate to real 
world performance. The objectives of the current work were 
to: a) compare various fat sources fed at similar levels to 
demonstrate that the differences in energy content seen in a 
digestibility assay have little practical significance at typically 
fed fat levels; and b) show the benefits of fat additions through 
a titration of energy in broiler rations using the fats tested in 
the first trial.
 Two broiler floor pen trials were conducted using a curtain-
sided facility. In the first trial, seven different fat sources were 
utilized at three percent of the diet from hatch to seven weeks 
of age. Birds were weighed and feed intake quantitated at three, 
five, and seven weeks of age with cut-up and yield at 50 days 
of age. Diets consisted primarily of corn, soybean meal, and 
animal by-product meal. 
 The second trial utilized two fat types (soybean oil versus an 
animal-vegetable blend) at four different levels of energy. Diets 
were formulated to industry standard levels used in the initial 
trial as well as three additional diets with energy increasing at 
100 kilocalories (kcal) per kilogram (kg) increments. Thus, if 
the starter diet was 3,075 kcal, the additional diets contained 
3,175, 3,275, and 3,375 kcal based on energy content of the 
rendered product. Soybean oil replaced the rendered fat on 
a one-to-one basis rather than being adjusted for differential 
energy content. Similar procedures were utilized as in the first 
trial with weights obtained at diet changes of three, five, and 
seven weeks of age. 

Results and Discussion
 Results for the first study are found in Tables 1 and 2. 
Birds on all treatments performed very well with final body 
weights approaching three kilograms. Few differences in any 
of the parameters measured were noted, suggesting that the 

Table 2. Means for the Average Broiler Gain for the 
Growth Period

 0-3 Week 0-5 Week 0-7 Week 
Fat Source (kg/bird/phase) (kg/bird/phase) (kg/bird/phase)

Soybean Oil 0.77 1.92 2.85
Yellow Grease 0.76 1.96 2.95
Poultry Fat 0.76 1.93 2.92
Tallow 0.75 1.92 2.99
VA 0.74 1.89 2.96
Lard 0.75 1.88 2.97
Palm Oil 0.75 1.95 2.94
Level of significance (p<0.05).

Table 1. Means for the Adjusted Feed:Gain Ratios per 
Bird for the Growth Period

 0-3 Week 0-5 Week 0-7 Week 
Fat Source (kg:kg) (kg:kg) (kg:kg)
Soybean Oil 1.38 1.60 1.87
Yellow Grease 1.38 1.56 1.85
Poultry Fat 1.38 1.58 1.85
Tallow 1.40 1.61 1.83
Vegetable-animal Blend (VA) 1.42 1.63 1.86
Lard 1.40 1.52 1.77
Palm Oil 1.42 1.56 1.88
Level of significance (probability of difference [p]<0.05).

Fat Choice in Broiler Diets 
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choice of fat source should be based on economics rather than 
perceived differences. While numerous analyses suggest that 
there are differences in metabolizable energy of different fat 
sources (Table 3), there is no indication that these differences 
are of consequence in a practical formulation. Although not of 
statistical significance, the highest numerical growth rates were 
found in the more saturated animal fats (lard and tallow).
 Results for the second study are found in Tables 4 
and 5. Again, performance of broilers was quite good with 
body weight gain over three kilograms at seven weeks. No 
differences were observed in body weight at the conclusion of 
the trial, but increased energy content resulted in improved feed 
efficiency at the conclusion of the trial as expected, although the 
differences seen were perhaps less dramatic than some research 
in the past. Recent data has shown a reduced caloric intake 
per pound of body weight gain in modern broilers, which may 

Fat Choice in Broiler Diets Should be Based on Economics

mean that birds will 
have less response to 
added energy than in 
the past.   

Conclusions
 Utilization of 
any of the commonly 
available fats will 
resu l t  in  s imi lar 
performance, and 
fat additions should 
probably be made based on economic considerations rather 
than criteria such as fatty acid profiles. Increasing energy in 
the diet through fat addition improves feed efficiency at later 
ages. R

Table 4. Means for the Adjusted Feed:Gain Ratios per Bird for the 
Growth Period

Energy  0-3 Week 0-5 Week 0-7 Week 
Source Treatment (kg:kg) (kg:kg) (kg:kg)
Soybean Oil 1 1.51 1.64 1.87AB

 2 1.44 1.62 1.84BC

 3 1.42 1.63 1.83BC

 4 1.51 1.63 1.82BC

VA 5 1.50 1.67 1.91A

 6 1.48 1.65 1.86ABC

 7 1.51 1.65 1.84BC

 8 1.60 1.67 1.81C

A, B, C – Means in the same column bearing different subscripts are significantly different (p<0.05).

Table 5. Means for the Average Broiler Gain for the Growth Period

Energy  0-3 Week 0-5 Week 0-7 Week 
Source Treatment (kg/bird/phase) (kg/bird/phase) (kg/bird/phase)
Soybean Oil 1 0.72 1.91A 3.28
 2 0.74 1.88AB 3.28
 3 0.73 1.78BC 3.08
 4 0.70 1.74C 3.07
VA 5 0.73 1.90A 3.24
 6 0.74 1.90AB 3.24
 7 0.71 1.88AB 3.31
 8 0.72 1.89AB 3.28
A, B, C – Means in the same column bearing different subscripts are significantly different (p<0.05).

Table 3. Metabolizable Energy (ME) 
of Fat Sources

Fat Source ME (kcal/kg)
Yellow Grease 7,268
VA 8,124
Soybean Oil 8,197
Poultry Fat 8,220
Lard 8,386
Palm Oil 8,561
Tallow 9,144
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Forging Ahead in a Time of Change

From the

Association By Michael Koewler
Chairman, National Renderers Association

 Editor’s Note – The following is 
a speech given by Michael Koewler, 
Sacramento Rendering Company, at the 
National Renderers Association 75th 
Annual Convention in October.

 The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.
 In this political year, the word 
“change” is passed around too often and 
too loosely. However, change can be 
meaningful, as new ideas are anticipated 
and adopted. We in the rendering industry 
have and continue to adapt to the many 
changes in and out of our control.
 Markets, for one, have forced us to 
rethink global strategies, which we have 
done by overcoming obstacles designed 
to restrict products that the rendering 
industry has traditionally supplied. The 
National Renderers Association (NRA) – 
through the efforts of Kent Swisher, vice 
president of NRA International Programs, 
and members of the International Market 
Development Committee – has done an 
outstanding job in not only preserving 
markets that the industry has served for 
many years, but also in developing new 
markets by making the case that rendered 
products are both safe and valuable.
 The products that we manufacture 
have and will continue to change. 
Tighter specifications on tallow and 
greases have forced us to change the 
way we process. Protein meals have, 
in many instances, become specialized 
and are processed for specific specie 
formulations. The Fats and Proteins 
Research Foundation (FPRF), under the 
direction of Sergio Nates, has brought a 
new focus to product development and 
specialized applications. The FPRF’s 
recently formed alliance with the Animal 
Co-Products Research and Education 
Center at Clemson University is building 
a foundation on which we hope to bear 
the fruits of new rendered product 
application in areas that years ago we 
could only dream of. 
 Regulation has been and continues 
to be the most challenging dynamic that 

the rendering industry faces. Local, state, 
and federal laws, with the backing of 
environmental extremists, all constructed 
in the spirit of public health and safety, 
more often than not have unintended 
consequences that force our industry 
to rethink our operations and business 
models. A poor understanding of the 
rendering industry’s value to society has 
led many local-level officials to make 
irrational decisions that have applied 
pressure on plant operations and made 
businesses invest huge and oftentimes 
unnecessary capital. 
 At the state level, regulators have 
made expansion and modernization 
difficult by delaying permit approvals and 
creating expensive investment hurdles. In 
most recent years, federal regulation has 
been created to thwart the miniscule risk 
of bovine spongiform encephalopathy. 
The rendering industry has adapted, 
made the necessary modifications for 
compliance, and forged ahead. The most 
recent rule will no doubt force changes, 
but as always, we will adapt and look 
forward. The effects of this rule on the 
rendering industry have been minimized 
because of the leadership of Dr. David 
Meeker and the NRA membership, who 
have rolled up their sleeves and worked 
with the regulators at the Food and Drug 
Administration. No one likes all these 
new rules and we would all like to invoke 
Jim Andreoli’s (Baker Commodities) 

famous words, but the membership 
has risen to the occasion to preserve an 
important raw material source.
 With all the changes that are going 
on in the rendering industry and in the 
global business environment, what 
hasn’t changed are the successes of the 
NRA. Under the guidance of President 
Tom Cook, and with the support of all 
the committees and the overwhelming 
participation of the NRA membership, 
we have managed the changes around 
us and postured ourselves to not only 
deal with these changes, but to prosper 
amidst them. Over the years, Cook 
and his team have built coalitions 
with allied industries, enhanced the 
rendering industry’s credibility with 
regulators and legislators, and have, in 
effect, transformed our industry from 
“invisible” to “essential” recyclers.
 The original recycler, now the 
original green industry, with our new 
eco-friendly NRA logo, has truly changed 
the dynamics of the debate regarding 
our mission. The millions of tons of 
would-be waste products recycled into 
hundreds of usable everyday products are 
a testament to the industry’s importance 
in the green debate.
 My comments have been positive 
on the changes our industry has made to 
meet the challenges of the past. As for the 
future, we may be confronting our ability 
to change quickly as we experience lower 
commodity prices, particularly corn at 
$4.20 to $5.20 per bushel and soybeans 
dropping to between $9.60 and $11.00 
per bushel next year. Looming on the 
horizon are higher operating expenses, 
more Conservation Reserve Program 
land being placed in crop production, 
a worldwide economic slowdown, and 
significant reductions in U.S. livestock 
and poultry producing operations due to 
overwhelming losses. In conclusion, the 
changes that we decide to incorporate in 
our 2009 business plan may be the most 
crucial in recent history.
 Remember, Iowa doesn’t get flooded 
every year. R

Michael Koewler
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67, turning control over to his two sons, 
who still guide the company today. Not 
one to sit idle, Fred then helped another 
son, Jim, establish a metal fabrication 
business, which Jim still operates today. 
A fourth son, Chris, is a physician 
in Tucson, AZ. Fred passed away in 
September 2008 (see “People, Places” 
on page 32).
 G.A. Wintzer and Son has seen 
a lot of change and challenges in its 
160 years, but one thing has remained 
the same: the commitment the Wintzer 
family has to the rendering industry. 
One example is its involvement with the 
Fats and Proteins Research Foundation 
(FPRF). G.A. Wintzer and Son was 
one of the first contributors to FPRF 
when it was founded in 1964, with Fred 
making a $17,000 donation to get the 
research group up and running. Today, 
the company continues to be one of the 
foundation’s top eight contributors.
 Fred also served on various 
National Renderers Association (NRA) 
committees and as a director, something 
Gus continues to do himself today. Carl 
has held positions with the Animal 
Protein Producers Industry, including as 
chairman during its transition as a stand-
alone organization to a committee of the 
NRA. He currently serves as FPRF vice 
chairman.
 As for the company’s products, 
those too have changed. G.A. Wintzer 
and Son still collects and salts hides, but 
leaves the tanning to someone else. And 
while fat and bone from the beef and pork 
industry are still collected and processed, 
poultry processing is now a large part 
of the operation. The company also 
now provides animal fats and recycled 
cooking oil to the emerging biodiesel 
industry.
 To be able to continue operating and 
remain under family ownership for over 
one-and-a-half centuries is a testament 
to the dedication of the entire Wintzer 
family. Here’s to another 160 years! R

Newsline Continued from page 9
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Biodiesel Tax Credits Extended,  
Renderer to Build Biogas Plants

Biofuels

Bulletin By Tina Caparella

 The $700 billion Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act, also known 
as the financial bailout package, approved 
by Congress and signed into law by 
President George Bush in early October 
not only pleased financial institutions, 
but was also welcomed by the biodiesel 
industry as a much anticipated energy 
tax package was tacked on. 
 Below are the biodiesel-related 
provisions in the energy tax extenders 
package:
 • A one-year extension of the $1 
per gallon biodiesel tax credit for first-
use oils, the 10 cent per gallon small 
biodiesel producer tax credit, and the 
$1 per gallon production tax credit for 
diesel fuel created from biomass, through 
December 31, 2009. 
 • Provides that second-use oils (such 
as recycled cooking oil) qualify for the 
same $1 per gallon tax credit as vegetable 
oils and animal fats. Under current law, 
second-use oils receive a 50 cent per 
gallon tax credit. The new $1 credit goes 
into effect January 1, 2009.
 • Eliminates the requirement that 
renewable diesel be produced using a 
thermal depolymerization process. Diesel 
fuel that is created by co-processing 
biomass with other feedstocks (e.g., 
petroleum) would be eligible for a 50 
cent per gallon tax credit for alternative 
fuels. Previously, this fuel qualified 
for the $1 per gallon tax credit. This 
provision is effective upon date of the bill 
enactment, which was October 3, 2008.
 • Closes the so-called “splash and 
dash” loophole, which is when foreign 
produced biodiesel is sent to the United 
States, splash blended to claim the tax 
incentive, then shipped to a third country 
for final use. The legislation provides that 
effective May 15, 2008, fuel produced 
outside the United States for use outside 
the United States does not qualify for the 
biodiesel tax credit.

Renderer to Build  
Biogas Plants
 Sanimax, a renderer with facilities 
in Canada and the Midwest United 
States, and StormFisher Biogas, based 
in Ontario, Canada, plan to build eight 
biogas plants for a total investment of 
over $160 million. These plants will 
transform organic by-products from the 
food processing industry, restaurants, 
and institutions like schools into 
renewable energy and organic fertilizer. 
The two companies will jointly pursue 
partnerships with major food processing 
companies to source the material for the 
biogas plants, which will be located in 
the Great Lakes region.
 Biogas plants naturally decompose 
matter into nutrient-rich solids and 
liquids, which can be used to help 
grow agricultural crops and residential 
gardens, or be turned into methane, 
a biological replacement for natural 
gas. Once operational, the companies 
estimate the eight plants will offset the 
carbon dioxide equivalent of 120,000 
metric tons and divert half a million 
metric tons of by-products every year, 
creating enough energy to power 20,000 
homes.

Additive Lowers Cloud 
Point in Tallow-based 
Biodiesel
 A biofuel additive developed by 
researchers at Flinders University 
in Adelaide, Australia, lowers the 
temperature at which tallow-based 
biodiesel solidifies – a problem that 
can cause fuel flow difficulties and has 
constrained the acceptance of biofuels 
made from animal fats in colder climates. 
The additive can lower the cloud point 
by about five degrees Celsius, to around 
minus six degrees Celsius, or 21 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

 Flinders’ industry partner, Meat 
and Livestock Australia, has secured a 
provisional patent over the university’s 
additive and is now commercializing the 
product with other industry partners that 
include the Midfield Group and Food 
Processing Equipment. The university’s 
research team will play a key role in the 
process as production of the additive is 
scaled up from laboratory to commercial 
quantities.

Alabama Awards Grants 
for Alternative Energy
 Alabama Governor Bob Riley has 
awarded grants totaling $1.1 million to 
six local governments to harness fuel and 
energy from renewable sources. Half of 
the projects involve biodiesel.
 Among the recipients was the city of 
Bay Minette, which will use a $195,000 
grant to turn garbage and yard clippings 
into biodiesel that can be used to fuel 
city vehicles and equipment. The city 
will partner with Auburn University and 
Cello Energy, a local biodiesel producer, 
for the project.
 The city of Enterprise is receiving 
a $200,000 grant to install and operate 
a facility to convert used cooking oil 
collected from area restaurants into 
biodiesel. The city will use the fuel in its 
diesel equipment and sell any excess to 
other municipalities in the area. Auburn 
University’s Center for Bioenergy 
and Bioproducts will assist with the 
project.
 Henry County will use a $200,000 
grant to establish a vegetable oil recycling 
program, which will collect used oil from 
restaurants, cafeterias, and catering 
services and convert it to biodiesel to fuel 
city and county government vehicles. 
The county will partner with Auburn 
University and the cities of Abbeville 
and Headline for the project.
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ASTM Publishes New 
Biodiesel Specifications
 Approved by ASTM International 
in June, four newly published standards 
provide quality assurance for biodiesel 
and biodiesel blends. The new and 
revised ASTM biodiesel standards, 
which take effect immediately, include 
the following:
 • ASTM D975-08a, Specification 
for Diesel Fuel Oils, used for on- and 
off-road diesel applications, was revised 
to include requirements for up to five 
percent biodiesel.
 • ASTM D396-08b, Specification 
for Fuel Oils, used for home heating 
and boiler applications, was revised 
to include requirements for up to five 
percent biodiesel.
 • ASTM D7467-08, Specification 
for Diesel Fuel Oil, Biodiesel Blend 
(B6 to B20), is a completely new 
specification that covers finished fuel 
blends of between six percent (B6) and 
20 percent (B20) biodiesel for on- and 
off-road diesel engine use.
 • ASTM D6751-08, Specification for 
Biodiesel Fuel Blend Stock (B100) for 
Middle Distillate Fuels, used to control 
100 percent biodiesel (B100) quality 
prior to blending with conventional 
diesel fuels, was revised to include 
a requirement that controls minor 
compounds using a new cold soak 
filterability test. Prior to being approved 
by ASTM, the cold soak filterability 
test was opposed by some biodiesel and 
rendering industry members because 
animal fats can sometimes test poorly 
under this procedure even though they 
are problem-free in cold weather. 

Biodiesel Board  
Elects Leaders
 The National Biodiesel Board 
(NBB) has reelected Minnesota farmer 
Ed Hegland to chair its governing board 
and chosen new leadership representing 
various feedstock producers of biodiesel. 
Doug Smith, Baker Commodities, 
and David Lyons, Louis Dreyfus 
Commodities, are newly elected to the 
NBB board.
 “I feel honored to serve on the 
governing board representing the 
rendering industry,” Smith said. “I 
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bring the perspective of using animal 
fats and recycled greases as feedstocks 
as the board increasingly focuses on 
diversification.”
 Besides Hegland, other officers 
reelected to lead the board are Gary 
Haer, Renewable Energy Group, Inc., 
vice chairman; Jim Conway, Griffin 
Industries, secretary; and Ed Ulch, Iowa 
Soybean Association, treasurer. Smith’s 
appointment gives the rendering industry 
two voices on the 15-member board.

Commentary Released on 
Biodiesel Production
 The Council for Agricultural Science 
and Technology (CAST) has released a 
new CAST Commentary – Convergence 
of  Agriculture and Energy: III . 
Considerations in Biodiesel Production. 
This new commentary reviews the 
technology of biodiesel production in 
the United States and outlines major 
issues and policy implications associated 
with its expanded production and use. 
Specific topics address the biodiesel 
production process, quality requirements 
and concerns, general characteristics 
of biofuels, economics of biodiesel 
production, and balance of energy. 
 “Quality concerns have been 
addressed, and most fuel today integrates 
easily into the existing diesel fuel 
infrastructure,” said Task Force Chair 
Dr. Jon Van Gerpen, University of 
Idaho-Moscow. “Further expansion of 
the industry will require new or larger 
sources of vegetable oils and animal fats 
that can be produced at prices that allow 
biodiesel to compete with petroleum-
based diesel fuel.”
 The full text of the commentary is 
available online without charge on the 
CAST Web site at www.cast-science.org. 
CAST is an international consortium of 
37 scientific and professional societies.

California Reduces Fees 
for Home Producers
 A Cal i fornia  Assembly b i l l 
signed into law by Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has changed the 
state’s existing legislation regulating 
transporters of inedible kitchen grease 
to reduce the registration fee for 
individuals transporting used cooking 
oil for personal, noncommercial use as 

an alternative fuel. The legislation lowers 
the $300 registration fee for private users 
by 75 percent. Fees are $300 per year per 
vehicle.
 The new law specifies that an 
individual shall not transport more 
than 55 gallons of inedible kitchen 
grease per load for personal use, and 
have no more than 165 gallons in their 
possession or control at any time. The 
legislation also states that an individual 
cannot take any grease from a container 
owned by another registered transporter, 
someone under contract with a registered 
transporter, or a renderer or collection 
center.
 The Pacific Coast Renderers Asso-
ciation was instrumental in establishing 
the grease transporter law nearly a 
decade ago in an effort to prevent grease 
theft. PCRA did not oppose this new bill 
as it allows the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture to continue to keep 
track of all grease collectors in the state, 
which is especially prevalent in case of 
a spillage incident.

EBB Asks for Registration 
of Biodiesel Imports
 The European Biodiesel Board 
(EBB) is requesting the European 
Commission (EC) introduce a system of 
registration for all biodiesel imports into 
the European Union (EU). The action 
follows a legal complaint filed by EBB 
in April of this year to the EC against 
unfair subsidized biodiesel exports from 
the United States, what is often referred 
to as “splash and dash.” The EC launched 
an investigation into the unfair subsidies 
this past summer. 
 According to the EBB, there is “an 
urgent need to put a halt to the flooding 
of the EU [biodiesel] market by heavily 
subsidized and dumped biodiesel, if we 
want to secure the short-term viability of 
the EU biodiesel industry.” 
 EBB states that in the first seven 
months of 2008, a surge of imports of 99 
percent biodiesel (B99) reached 850,000 
metric tons, more than 80 percent of the 
volume imported in all of 2007 (1.05 
million metric tons). Despite the U.S. 
government closing the “splash and 
dash” loophole with the October passage 
of an energy tax package, EBB claims 
the core of the import problem remains 
U.S. produced biodiesel, which makes up 
some 90 percent of the volume entering 

the European market. 
 “The volumes of U.S. produced 
B99 are and will continue to increase if 
nothing is done to stop the real reason 
of the problem, i.e., the unfair tax credit 
granted to U.S. produced biodiesel, 
which is then exported to Europe at a 
dumped price,” EBB stated.

EPA Releases 
Environmental Manual for 
Biodiesel Facilities
 The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Region 7 has developed 
a user-friendly manual that identifies 
environmental regulatory rules and 
requirements for the construction and 
operation of biodiesel production 
facilities. The manual provides practical 
examples to ensure compliance with 
environmental regulations. A contact 
directory of key federal and state 
officials is included, and EPA Region 
7 staff members are available to answer 
questions.
 The manual is available on the 
Region 7 agriculture Web page at www.
epa.gov/region07/priorities/agriculture.

Jet Flight Powered  
by Biofuel
 G reen  F l i gh t  I n t e rna t i ona l 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Douglas Rodante and chief pilot Carol 
Sugars became the first flight crew to 
successfully cross the United States 
in a jet powered predominantly on 
what the company refers to as biofuel. 
The record-setting flight originated in 
Reno, NV, and concluded in Leesburg, 
FL, on November 1, 2008, after a total 
flight time of 11 hours, 13 minutes, and 
altitudes ranging from 13,000 to 17,000 
feet.
 The flight traveled 1,776 miles of 
the 2,486 miles powered on 100 percent 
biofuel, which Rodante described as a 
mixture of 75 percent soy oil and 25 
percent animal fat. Only 710 miles of 
the flight were powered by a mixture 
of 50 percent biofuel and 50 percent 
standard jet fuel in an effort to compare 
performance data and demonstrate the 
capability of blending biofuel with 
existing jet fuel supplies.
 Rodante and Sugars first piloted a 
jet aircraft powered entirely on biofuel in 
October 2007. According to a company 

22 December 2008 • Render www.rendermagazine.com



press release, the Federal Aviation 
Administration has expressed interest 
in using the test program as a template 
to assess future generations of aviation 
fuels.

Lab Proficiency Series for  
Biodiesel Feedstocks 
Available
 The American Oil Chemists’ Society 
(AOCS) is introducing a new analytical 
proficiency test series for the biodiesel 
industry and its suppliers in early 2009.
 The AOCS Biodiesel Feedstock 
Quality series is designed to assess 
the proficiency of labs at measuring 
the most common aspects of feedstock 
quality before esterification to biodiesel. 
The new proficiency series will test 
cleanliness (insoluble impurities), 
purity (unsaponifiable matter, soap 
in oil), impurities (water, acidity, 
sulfur, phosphorus), oxidative stability 
(oil stability index), and fatty acid 
composition. It will not include analytical 
parameters measured in the ASTM 
InterLaboratory Cross-Check Program 
for Biodiesel.
 AOCS estimates there will be eight 
samples in the series, including pure 
and blended plant feedstocks, pure and 
blended animal feedstocks, and blends 
of plant and animal feedstocks. For 
more information, contact Gina Clapper, 
AOCS Technical Services, at (217) 693-
4809, or e-mail gina@aocs.org.

Nova Biosource Plant 
Suffers Fire
 In late September, Nova Biosource 
Fuels’ biodiesel refinery in Clinton, IA, 
suffered a fire while the plant was idled 
for routine maintenance. The cause 
of the fire is under investigation, with 
preliminary assessments pointing to a 
build-up and ignition of methanol vapors 
in a column during a ventilation process 
required as part of the maintenance 
activities. No plant personnel were 
injured, although one fire fighter received 
minor steam burns as a result of exposure 
to steam created during the fire fighting 
efforts.
 As of early October, the length 
of time for repairs was estimated to 
exceed 60 to 90 days. Because the plant 

Continued on page 25
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International

Report
Canada Determines 13th BSE Case  
Linked to Feed, Confirms New Case

NRA Overseas Marketing  
Funds Increase
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently funded more than 
$234 million to help promote American agriculture products overseas in the 2008 
fiscal year (FY) that ended September 30, 2008. The funding was allocated under 
the Market Access Program (MAP) and Foreign Market Development (FMD) 
Program, both administered by USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service.
 Among the 70 recipients of the funding is the National Renderers Association 
(NRA), which received $896,074 of the $200 million MAP allocations made 
to 67 organizations, and $984,234 of the $34.5 million in FMD funds provided 
to 22 organizations. Many groups receive funding under both programs. NRA’s 
allocations are in line with previous years.
 The MAP uses funds from USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation to share 
the costs of overseas marketing and promotional activities with U.S. agricultural 
trade organizations, state groups, and cooperatives. Activities conducted with 
MAP funding include market research, consumer promotions for retail products, 
and seminars to educate overseas customers.
 Under the FMD program, USDA establishes a trade promotion partnership 
with nonprofit U.S. agricultural trade organizations. Funding priority is given to 
organizations that represent an entire industry or are nationwide in membership 
and scope. Program activities focus on reducing market impediments, improving 
the processing capabilities of importers, modifying restrictive regulatory codes 
and standards in foreign markets, and identifying new markets or uses for U.S. 
products.
 Other MAP allocations ranged from $38,123 to the Mohair Council of 
America to $15.3 million to the U.S. Meat Export Federation. R

 A 61-month-old Holstein cow from 
a dairy operation in British Columbia, 
Canada, diagnosed in June 2008 with 
bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE) most likely contracted the disease 
from commercial feed, according to a 
report released by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) in November. 
The animal was destroyed following 
a brief illness in early June, meeting 
the criteria of Canada’s National BSE 
Surveillance Program. No part of the 
carcass entered the human food or animal 
feed supply.
 CFIA’s investigation of the case 
examined animals on the farm of the 
positive animal as well as feed products 
the cow was exposed to. The agency 
found that all feed products to which 
the animal had access were intended for 
feeding to ruminants, but that some of 
the farm’s feed suppliers used prohibited 
material in preparing rations for non-
ruminant species. Investigation of the 
feed manufacturers’ records showed that 
while written procedures were in place 

to prevent cross-contamination, some 
areas of the production line and storage 
were cross-utilized without documented 
cleanout between usages, most likely 
leading to the ruminant feed being 
contaminated. CFIA has not reported 
any other animals from the positive 
cow’s farm to have been diagnosed with 
BSE.
 Canada implemented a ruminant 
feed ban in 1997 that prohibits the 
use of certain animal products in the 
manufacture of ruminant feed. Further 
restrictions were put in place in 2007 
that affects all animal feeds. The CFIA 
report stated the detection of this case 

does not change any of Canada’s BSE 
risk parameters. The World Organization 
for Animal Health, or OIE, categorizes 
Canada as a controlled risk country for 
BSE.
 While CFIA continued investigating 
the country’s 14th BSE case in a six-year-
old beef cow from Alberta announced 
in mid-August 2008, a new case was 
confirmed on November 17, 2008, in a 
seven-year-old dairy cow from British 
Columbia. No part of the animal’s 
carcass entered the human food or animal 
feed systems. The animal’s birth farm 
had been identified and an investigation 
is underway. R
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was idled for maintenance, there was 
no biodiesel on site. In addition, all 
feedstock and consumable supplies were 
undamaged and were transferred, along 
with some plant operators, to Nova’s 
biodiesel refinery in Seneca, IL.

Neste Oil Honored for 
Renewable Biofuel
 Hart Energy, an energy publishing 
and consulting group, named the 
recipients of its eighth annual Energy and 
Environment Excellence Awards, which 
recognize companies with achievements 
in technology and innovation made 
across the entire energy cycle. Among 
the six recipients was Neste Oil in the 
renewable fuels category.
 Neste Oil has developed a renewable 
biofuel – NExBTL – using a proprietary 
conversion process for crude vegetable 
oils and animal fats. The company is also 
investing in the development of biofuel 
technology using gasification of biomass 
and Fischer-Tropsch synthesis.

Renewable Energy Group 
Receives Award
 The Iowa Power Fund Board has 
awarded Renewable Energy Group 
(REG), Inc., $740,000 for a $1.2 
million project to conduct research on 
alternate sources of feedstocks, moisture 
absorption, and methods to measure low 
levels of particulate matter in biodiesel. 
REG will work with Iowa community 
colleges to provide product samples and 
internships for students. The biodiesel 
producer is headquartered in Ames, IA.

Renewable Fuel Standard 
Increased for 2009
 Refiners, importers, and certain 
blenders of motor vehicle fuels will 
be required to blend in a total of 11.1 
billion gallons of renewable fuel next 
year, which includes approximately 
500 million gallons of biodiesel and 
renewable diesel. This renewable fuel 
standard equates to 10.21 percent of 
the gasoline expected to be used during 
2009.

 The Energy Independence and 
Security Act (EISA) of 2007 established 
the annual overall renewable fuel volume 
targets, reaching a level of 36 billion 
gallons in 2022. To achieve these 
volumes, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) calculates a percentage-
based standard by November 30 for the 
following year. Based on the standard, 
each refiner, importer, and non-oxygenate 
blender of gasoline determines the 
minimum volume of renewable fuel 
that it must ensure is used in motor 
vehicle fuel. The 2008 standard was 7.76 
percent, equating to roughly nine billion 
gallons.
 EPA is developing a proposed rule 
to implement other renewal fuel standard 
program changes and analyses mandated 
by EISA. R
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ACREC

Solutions By Annel K. Greene, PhD
Center Director, Clemson University  
Animal Co-Products Research and Education Center

Counting Bacteria in Rendered Products
 Microbiologist Dr. Thomas A. 
Hughes, a member of the Clemson 
University Animal Co-Products Research 
and Education Center (ACREC) team, is 
working to improve bacterial enumeration 
methods in rendered animal products. A 
native of Mullins, SC, Hughes earned 
his bachelor of science in biology from 
South Carolina State University. 
 After teaching junior high school 
for a year, he decided to continue his 
education at North Carolina State 
University where he obtained a master 
of science in microbiology with a 
minor in biochemistry and then a PhD 
in microbiology with a minor in plant 
physiology. His graduate work involved 
study of the symbiotic nitrogen fixation 
mechanisms of the Rhizobium bacteria 
with soybeans. He earned a National 
Institutes of Health fellowship and 
completed a post-doctoral study in 
molecular genetics of oral pathogens at 
the University of Alabama Birmingham 
Dental School. 
 Hughes joined Clemson University 
in 1983 and currently is a professor in 
the Department of Biological Sciences. 
He also has conducted studies on 
bacteriocins, which are small proteins 
that act as antimicrobial substances 
against other bacteria. He also has 
expertise in anaerobic digestion and 
antibiotic resistance.
 Hughes currently teaches Bacterial 
Physiology, Advanced Microbial 
Molecular Genetics, and a graduate level 
Microbial Physiology course. In addition, 
he teaches the introductory Microbiology 
101 course titled “Microbes and Human 
Affairs.” Hughes’ vast experience in 
numerous aspects of microbiology, 
molecular genetics, and microbial 
physiology are of great benefit in ACREC 
microbial projects.
 Hughes is working on a significant 
issue for the rendering industry – the 
ability to accurately count bacteria in 
the high-fat matrix of rendered animal 
products. The universal standard method 
for enumerating bacteria involves diluting 

the sample in a precisely measured 
water-based sterile buffer in a dilution 
bottle. This dilution method requires that 
the sample be evenly mixed throughout 
the buffer so that bacteria are evenly 
distributed. A subsample of the diluted 
sample is transferred to another dilution 
bottle and the process repeated until 
the sample is sufficiently diluted. A 
subsample is then placed into a petri 
dish and mixed with an appropriate 
agar medium. However, a mistake in 
measurement or the inability to evenly 
distribute bacteria in any one of the 
dilution bottles can lead to extreme error 
in bacterial counts. The case of high-fat 
samples presents a particularly difficult 
challenge to microbiologists.
 Fat causes bacteria to adhere and 
not distribute evenly in dilution buffers. 
Since dilution buffers are water based, 
and since fat and water are not miscible, 
this leads to even more difficulties in 
accurately enumerating bacteria. If 
equal distribution of the bacteria is not 
provided throughout the dilution series, 
extreme errors in bacterial counts occur. 

Hughes, in a joint project with this author, 
is working on new methods to overcome 
the problems associated with bacterial 
enumeration in high-fat materials. Unless 
accurate methodology can be created 
to ensure accuracy in bacterial counts, 
all microbiological studies on rendered 
animal products become suspect. 
 Thermal death time studies to 
establish a calculated process are 
dependent on the ability to accurately 
enumerate bacteria in rendering samples. 
Previous studies in this laboratory 
indicated huge variations in bacterial 
counts among replicates when plating 
both raw materials and finished rendered 
products. The results of previous bacterial 
enumeration trials had extremely high, 
and unacceptable, standard errors that 
were attributed to problems in evenly 
distributing high-fat samples. The 
current project is designed to investigate 
a number of techniques for improving 
accuracy of bacterial counts in high-fat 
rendered animal products. Hughes is 
working on new methods of resolving 
this bacterial enumeration dilemma.

Dr. Thomas A. Hughes
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Solutions
 Hughes is a member of Alpha 
Kappa Mu, Beta Kappa Chi, and has 
been listed in Who’s Who in American 
Colleges and Universities. His other 
studies have involved development of 
fluorescent techniques for identifying 
bacteria, nucleotide sequencing, cloning, 
and enzymology. In his other current 
research, Hughes is working on the 
bioremediation of polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons using the unique bacterium 
Sphingomonas paucimobilis. This work 
has great application for reducing and/or 
eliminating hazardous compounds from 
contaminated environments. 
 ACREC is proud to have Hughes 
working on creating an accurate method 
of enumerating bacteria in rendered 
animal products. All microbial studies 
on rendered animal products require the 
ability to accurately enumerate bacteria. 
Without an accurate procedure, all 
microbiological data is suspect and all 
attempts to develop a calculated process 
remain impossible. With accurate methods 
of enumerating bacteria in rendered 
animal products, microbiologists can 
work to assist the industry with bacterial 
studies. The results of Hughes’ project 
will provide renderers with a powerful 
tool in their bacterial control efforts. R

New Amendments for SPCC Rule
 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has released new amendments to 
the spill prevention, control, and countermeasure (SPCC) rule to clarify regulatory 
requirements, tailor requirements to particular industry sectors, and streamline 
certain requirements for facility owners or operators subject to the rule. With these 
changes, EPA expects to encourage greater compliance with the SPCC regulations, 
thus resulting in increased protection of human health and the environment.
 The amendments do not remove any regulatory requirement for owners or 
operators of facilities in operation before August 16, 2002, to develop, implement, 
and maintain an SPCC plan in accordance with the SPCC regulations then in effect. 
Such facilities continue to be required to maintain their plans during the interim 
until the applicable date for revising and implementing their plans under the new 
amendments.
 For renderers, EPA has amended the integrity testing requirements for 
containers storing certain types of animal fat or vegetable oil, to provide the 
flexibility to determine the scope of integrity testing that is appropriate, based 
on compliance with certain Food and Drug Administration regulations and other 
criteria. There are many refined definitions and clarifications that will make 
compliance more straightforward, but renderers will still need to comply with the 
SPCC rule.
 EPA also announced a proposed rule to extend the compliance dates for all 
facilities to November 2009 and to establish new compliance dates for farms 
(November 2009), certain qualified farms (November 2010), and marginal oil 
production facilities (November 2013) subject to SPCC.
 Finally, EPA announced a final rule that vacates the July 17, 2002, definition 
of “navigable waters” and restores the definition of “navigable waters” that EPA 
promulgated in 1973. This is in accordance with an order issued by the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia in American Petroleum Institute v. Johnson.
 Information about the SPCC rule is available at www.epa.gov/oilspill. R
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Tech

Topics By Tina Caparella

Research Group Prepares for the Future
 Research is imperative for any 
industry, and renderers know this all too 
well as they’ve supported the Fats and 
Proteins Research Foundation (FPRF) 
since 1963. But research doesn’t come 
cheap and as FPRF members discovered 
at the foundation’s membership and 
board of directors meetings in late 
October in Laguna Niguel, CA, their 
financial support will be even more 
imperative in the future.
 FPRF Chairman Kevin Kuhni, 
John Kuhni and Sons, remarked that 
the foundation has had a good year 
but the membership will need to boost 
their contributions in 2009 to help meet 
future research goals. FPRF President 
Sergio Nates reported that $730,000 has 
been pledged for 2009, but his goal is 
to reach $1 million in five years by way 
of increased voluntary contributions by 
existing members and encouragement of 
more foreign members, most of whom 
are clients of renderers. The board chose 
to allow non-members access to FPRF’s 
database for a one-time $500 fee in an 

effort to encourage membership once a 
viewer sees the value of the information. 
Members receive access to completed 
research projects and FPRF’s searchable 
database on its Web site.
 Dr. Annel Greene, director of the 
Animal Co-Products Research and 
Education Center (ACREC) at Clemson 
University, said research is maturing at 
Clemson, with the top priority being 
finding new uses for animal proteins by 
developing a creative inquiry team with 
Clemson students to focus on this goal. 
With its contract with Clemson up for 
renewal in June 2009, FPRF directors 
decided to extend the agreement for one 
year and encouraged Clemson to work 
more diligently at obtaining outside 
research grants as was initially agreed 
upon.
 J .J .  Smith,  Val ley Proteins , 
encouraged everyone to attend the FPRF 
and National Renderers Association 
spring meetings April 21-24, 2009, at 
Clemson University in Clemson, SC.
 “Learn for yourself what’s going on 

down there and meet the researchers who 
are working on behalf of the industry,” he 
commented. Smith then thanked Kuhni 
for his dedication to the foundation over 
the past two years before assuming the 
position of chairman himself. Other new 
officers for the next two years are Carl 
Wintzer, G.A. Wintzer and Son, vice 
chairman; and David Kirstein, Darling 
International, secretary/treasurer.
 FPRF also held their popular 
Emerging Issues and Opportunities 
Seminar, beginning with Dr. Charles 
Gooding, Clemson University, speaking 
on ACREC’s project of quantifying the 
carbon footprint of rendering operations. 
He explained that a carbon footprint is 
a measure of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions from an activity, but there 
is no “official” definition, just many 
questions such as which gases to include, 
whether credits are allowed for removing 
or avoiding emissions that would have 
otherwise occurred, and to what should 
the emissions be compared. Gooding 
demonstrated a draft carbon footprint 
calculator for rendering operations and 
asked for renderer input to the research 
to ensure the most accurate outcome.
 Dr. Dominique Bureau, University of 
Guelph, revealed that the expected growth 
in aquaculture is nine percent per year 
over the next decade, especially among 
marine species and omnivorous species. 
He said that ingredient composition for 
fish feeds is becoming more variable and 
complex. Previously, feed only contained 
fish oil, fish meal, wheat, vitamins, and 
minerals. Now, feed can contain a wide 
variety of vegetable and animal protein 
meals, with more emphasis now being 
placed on fats and digestible proteins, 
such as blood meal, poultry by-product 
meal, and feather meal.
 Bureau said new research shows 
that poultry by-product meal is 80 
to 90 percent digestible in fish, a big 
improvement from studies done in the 
1970s. Meat and bone meal’s digestibility New FPRF officers are, from left, J.J. Smith, Valley Proteins, 

chairman; Carl Wintzer, G.A. Wintzer and Son, vice chairman;  
and David Kirstein, Darling International, secretary/treasurer. Continued on page 31
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Social Security “No-match” Injunction  
to be Revisited
By John Quill  
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP

 On October 23, 2008, the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) issued a 
supplemental final Social Security “no-
match” rule, the substance of which 
remains identical to the rule that was 
originally issued on August 10, 2007, 
which has been tied up in litigation for 
over a year. 
 By way of background, the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) sends 
a Notice of Suspect Documents (also 
commonly referred to as a “mismatch 
letter”) to an employer if an employee’s 
name does not match the information 
in the SSA database. The purpose of 
the mismatch letter is to solicit the 
employer’s cooperation in correcting 
the discrepancy to ensure accuracy 
of payments and benefits to eligible 
workers. Although there are legitimate 
reasons for a “mismatch” (including 
clerical error and name change), it is also 
the case that use of a false social security 
number or use of a number assigned to 
someone other than the employee will 
cause a mismatch.
 Under current law, an employer’s 
course of action upon receipt of a 
mismatch letter is not entirely clear. 
Although many practitioners advise 
that the employer take some action to 
address the mismatch, the mismatch 
letter itself cautions the employer that 
the letter, standing alone, is not a basis 
for termination of employment. 
 Originally scheduled for an effective 
date of September 14, 2007, the DHS rule 
would require employers who receive 
a mismatch letter from the SSA or 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
to take specific steps to resolve the 
mismatch. Specifically, within 30 days 
of receiving the notice, the employer 
must check its records to determine 
whether the discrepancy results from an 
error in the company’s records. If there 
is no clerical error, then the employer 
must ask the employee to confirm the 
accuracy of the record. The employee 
would then have a total of 90 days from 
the receipt of the original mismatch letter 
to correct the discrepancy with the SSA. 

If the employee fails to correct the issue 
within 90 days, the employer must have 
the employee complete a new I-9 form, 
using different documentation.
 Under the rule, employers who 
fail to take those steps would risk a 
finding that they “knowingly” hired an 
unauthorized worker. 
 Implementation of this rule has 
been delayed because of a challenge in 
federal court. In October 2007, the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District 
of California issued a preliminary 
injunction that prevented the government 
from implementing the new rule and 
stopped the SSA from sending notices 
to employers informing them of the new 
rule. The court granted the injunction 
based on its finding that implementation 
of the new rule would cause irreparable 
harm to employers and workers.
 On November 23, 2007, DHS 
requested that the court stay the litigation 
surrounding the rule. Rather than proceed 
with the litigation, DHS indicated 
that it would revise the rule to address 
the court’s concerns about the rule’s 
legality. 
 DHS subsequently published 
supplemental materials in the Federal 
Register on March 26, 2008, and a 30-

day comment period was announced. 
After reviewing the comments, DHS 
issued the supplemental final rule in late 
October 2008. The agency stated that it 
believes it has addressed the concerns 
of the court. DHS will now request that 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of California lift the injunction 
so that the rule can be implemented. 
 In the meantime, the SSA has 
announced that it will not issue no-match 
letters until the court decides whether 
to lift the injunction. At that time, the 
SSA will decide whether to issue the 
“old” version of the letters that it sent to 
employers prior to 2007 (which version 
is not subject to the court’s injunction), to 
issue new letters that include references 
to the DHS rule (assuming the injunction 
is lifted), or to not issue the 2007 letters 
to employers at all. SSA did not issue 
letters to employers for tax year 2006 
due to the injunction. Individual workers, 
however, received no-match letters last 
year and will receive them for tax year 
2007, regardless of the outcome of the 
litigation.
 The supplemental final rule is 
available on DHS’ Web site at www.
dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/ice_no_match_
letter_finalrule.pdf. R
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Labor and the

Law By Mark A. Lies II
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP

Avoiding Liability for Lockout/Tagout Violations

North American Distributor

 Editor’s Note – Mark A. Lies II is 
a labor and employment lawyer and 
partner with the Chicago, IL, law firm of 
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP. Legal topics provide 
general information, not specific legal 
advice. Individual circumstances may 
limit or modify this information.

 As all employers should know, 
employees must be protected against the 
hazards of “unexpected energization” 
of equipment when the employees are 
performing certain functions on or 
around such equipment. Despite the fact 
that the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) regulation, 
Control of Hazardous Energy, 29 Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1910.147 
(so-called lockout/tagout), has been 
in effect for many years, employers 
continue to receive frequent and, in many 
cases, significant monetary citations for 
non-compliance.
 More importantly, failure to 
initially implement or to comply with 
an employer’s lockout/tagout procedures 
has led to numerous fatalities and serious 

injuries due to equipment energization 
during servicing or maintenance. This 
article is a brief overview that highlights 
certain recent high profile aspects of the 
regulation and potential liability.

Application
 Lockout/tagout (LOTO) applies to 
the control of all energy (e.g., electrical, 
hydraulic, pneumatic, gravity, etc.) that 
may be encountered during servicing 
or maintenance of machines in the 
general industry sector. It does not apply 
to construction or other sectors. The 
regulation can be confusing to employers 
because it does not cover “normal 
production operations,” thus, servicing 
and maintenance that occurs during 
normal production operations is only 
covered if it requires an employee to 
remove a guard or safety device, or 
place part of their body into a point of 
operation area or a danger zone during 
a machine operating cycle.
 There is a further exception – the 
performance of minor tool changes and 
adjustments and other minor servicing 

activities that take place during the 
normal production activities if they are 
“routine, repetitive, and integral to the 
use of the equipment for production.” If 
an employer relies upon this exception, 
however, it must develop and utilize 
alternative measures that will provide 
effective protection. 
 Finally, there is one additional, 
limited exception where the sole source 
of energy is electrical and the equipment 
utilizes a “plug and cord” connection 
that can be unplugged to completely 
deenergize the equipment and the 
employee maintains control over the plug 
and cord.

Process and Enforcement
 In order to develop an effective 
LOTO program, the employer must 
initially determine whether and when 
LOTO applies and develop specific 
written procedures for each piece of 
equipment that identifies each and every 
energy source, as well as the specific 
means and methods for deenergizing the 
equipment, including the various energy 
control switches or devices for utilizing 
locks that are individually issued to 
“authorized” employees. Authorized 
employees are those who have been 
trained and authorized by the employer 
to perform LOTO using the written 
procedure. 
 Other employees, identified as 
“affected” or “other,” must generally be 
trained to be aware and recognize that 
there are LOTO procedures and that they 
are not to in any way attempt to start 
or reenergize machines that have been 
locked out or to tamper or remove LOTO 
devices while LOTO is being performed 
by the authorized employee(s). 
 After initial training, refresher train-
ing must be conducted again whenever 
there is a change in job assignments, the 
actual LOTO procedures, or a change 
in the machines or processes that may 
create or present a new hazard.
 Once an employer has developed a 
LOTO program and trained its employees, 
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the program must be enforced with 
ongoing observation by supervisors 
and discipline for violations, up to and 
including termination. If the employer 
fails to develop a LOTO program, 
train employees, and utilize aggressive 
enforcement, the employer cannot avail 
itself of the “unavoidable employee 
misconduct” defense that can be an 
absolute legal defense to liability for an 
apparent violation.

Periodic Inspections
 A recent developing area of 
significant liability involves the duty 
of an employer to conduct a periodic 
inspection under 29 CFR 1910.147(c)(6) 
of each energy control procedure at least 
annually to verify that the procedure is 
still effective for the equipment and that 
the authorized employees are competent 
to perform the procedure (that is, their 
training is still effective). Basically, the 
employer must observe an authorized 
employee perform the procedure at least 
annually. The employer must then certify 
in writing under 29 CFR 1910.147(c)
(6)(ii) that the periodic inspections have 
been performed by:
 • identifying the machine or 
equipment on which the energy control 
procedure was being utilized;
 • the date of the inspection;
 • the employees included in the 
inspection; and
 •  the person performing the 
inspection.
 Unfortunately, many employers are 
completely unaware of the obligation to 
conduct the periodic inspection and to 
prepare the certification or they allow the 
annual periodic inspection requirement 
to lapse beyond a year. Recently, OSHA 
has begun to issue willful citations, 
which can carry penalties up to $70,000 
per violation, or to separately cite 
each machine or piece of equipment 
for which a periodic inspection was 
not conducted, resulting in significant 
monetary penalties.
 If the periodic inspection reveals 
that the LOTO procedure itself is no 
longer effective because of equipment or 
process changes, it must be rewritten and 
employees retrained. If the authorized 
employee is unable to perform the 
procedure properly, the employee must 
be retrained. In all cases, the training 
must be documented.
 It should also be noted that if an 

employer prepares a certification for 
an inspection that is false, there are 
potential criminal penalties against the 
employer and the individual employee 
who prepares a false certification.

Conclusion
 As the regulatory climate changes 
within OSHA to that of much more 
aggressive enforcement, there is no 
question that LOTO compliance will be 
more closely evaluated by the agency, 
with increasing citation liability. 
 In any regulatory inspection 
involving an employer in general 
industry where the employer utilizes 
any type of equipment or machinery, 
OSHA will request to inspect the 
LOTO program, procedures, training, 
periodic inspection certifications, and 
records of disciplinary action taken for 
violations. An employer who develops 
and administers an effective program 
will reduce the potential for employee 
injury as well as regulatory liability. R

in fish is lower than feather meal but 
still in the 80 to 85 percent range based 
on past literature; however, Bureau 
emphasized that newer research needs to 
be conducted. As for blood meal, recent 
studies show that drying equipment has 
a great impact on digestibility, ranging 
from 80 to 100 percent, a significant 
improvement since the 1970s.
 The FPRF seminar wrapped up 
with discussions by Dr. Zhiyou Wen, 
Virginia Tech, and Dr. Rafael Garcia, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture/
Agriculture Research Service. The 
technical presentations addressed using 
waste glycerol from biodiesel production 
and rendered animal proteins in the 
production of omega-3 fatty acids by 
microalgae (Wen), and using in situ 
transesterification as a method for 
transforming residual fat in materials 
such as meat and bone meal into biodiesel 
(Garcia). R

Tech Topics Continued from page 28

Draft Guidance for Feed Rule Issued
 On November 26, 2008, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published 
in the Federal Register a draft guidance document for renderers in response to 
questions received since the April 25, 2008, announcement of a final rule that 
prohibits certain cattle material in all animal feed. 
 The purpose of the guidance document is to help rendering firms comply 
with the rule that becomes effective April 27, 2009. The guidance should also 
help slaughter facilities and farms supplying offal and dead livestock to renderers 
understand their obligations under the rule. A copy of the draft guidance can be 
found at www.fda.gov/OHRMS/DOCKETS/98fr/FDA-2008-D-0597-gdl.pdf. R
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People,

Places &...
Bliss Industries  
Founder Retires
 Bill Bliss, founder of Bliss Industries, 
LLC, a manufacturer of hammermills, 
pellet mills, coolers, and other related 
equipment, retired on September 30, 
2008. Greg Alles, president, assumed 
Bliss’ operational duties.
 Bliss started his company in 1981 
in Ponca City, OK, and attributed 
much of the success of the company 
to the employees. In July 2007, 
Pennington Allen Capital Partners, a 
private investment firm, established a 
partnership with Bill Bliss by acquiring 
75 percent of Bliss Industries. The two 
partners of the firm, W. Lane Pennington 
and Mark H. Allen, became active senior 
executives of Bliss as well as members 
of the board of directors. With Bill Bliss’ 
retirement, and his sale of the remaining 
25 percent ownership in Bliss Industries, 
Pennington will serve as chairman, Allen 
will serve as chief executive officer, and 
Alles will continue as president.
 “I want to thank all of the employees, 
customers, and vendors that made Bliss 
the industry leader that it is today,” Bliss 
said. “Looking back, I have realized that 
‘Team Bliss’ has accomplished more than 
we ever could have imagined, and though 
I am retiring, I am looking forward to 
watching the continued growth of Bliss 
under the direction of Greg Alles. Greg’s 
experience and expertise in this industry 
will keep Bliss thriving and growing, and 
he has the ingenuity to take Bliss on to 
even greater things.”

FDA Opens Offices 
in China
 As part of an ongoing strategy 
to continually improve the safety of 
exports headed to the United States, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has officially opened offices in 
Beijing, Guangzhou, and Shanghai in 
the People’s Republic of China. Health 
and Human Services Secretary Mike 
Leavitt and FDA Commissioner Andrew 
von Eschenbach traveled to the three 
cities in mid-November to meet with 

manufacturers and Chinese government 
officials to discuss policy and governance 
reforms aimed at improving the safety 
of food and other consumer products. 
Eight senior experienced FDA officials 
will work in the offices in China. The 
employees are inspectors and senior 
technical experts in foods, medicines, 
and medical devices. 

Industry Veteran Passes
 Frederick S. Wintzer, a fourth 
generation renderer, passed away on 
September 23, 2008, at the age of 85.
 Wintzer served as president of G.A. 
Wintzer and Son Co., Wapakoneta, OH, 
from August 1947 until his retirement 
in July 1989. Prior to joining the family 
business, he graduated in absentia from 
Mount Union College in 1944 while 
serving on the Destroyer 499 in the Pacific 
Theater in World War II. Wintzer left the 
U.S. Naval Reserve in May 1946.
 Among his many accomplishments, 
Wintzer was granted U.S. patent No. 
3,207,166 – “Bulk Hauling Vehicle 
Incorpora t ing  Bar re l  C lean ing 
Mechanism” – in September 1965, which 
is still in use today. Three years later, he 
was granted U.S. patent No. 3,389,795 
– “Gas Pressure Tankage Press.”
 Wintzer was very active in the 
community, first being elected as 
councilman-at-large of the City of 
Wapakoneta in 1948. He also served as 
a member of the Board of Education of 
Wapakoneta City School District in 1955 
and 1959, and was elected president of 
the Auglaize County Regional Planning 
Commission from 1970 to 1972. In 1966, 
Wintzer was named Citizen of the Year 
by the Wapakoneta Area Chamber of 
Commerce, and in 1983, he received 
the Wapakoneta Education Association 
Friend of Education Award.
 Wintzer is survived by his wife, 
Mary, four sons – Gus, Christopher, Carl, 
and James – 12 grandchildren, two great 
grandchildren, a sister, and numerous 
other family and friends. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the First United 
Methodist Church in Wapakoneta, OH, or 
to the charity of the donor’s choice.

International Dairy Group 
Elects President
 Richard Doyle has been elected 
to a four-year term as president of the 
International Dairy Federation (IDF), 
succeeding Jim Begg. Doyle is currently 
executive director of Dairy Farmers of 
Canada, an organization that represents 
the interests of the Canadian dairy 
producers and the promotion of dairy 
products and their nutritional benefits.
 Doyle has 32 years of experience 
in the dairy industry and has been 
actively involved in IDF at national and 
international levels. The IDF is a source 
of scientific and technical expertise 
for all stakeholders in the dairy chain 
worldwide. It is represented in 56 
countries and membership accounts for 
approximately 85 percent of the world’s 
milk production at present. 

JBS-Swift Settles Odor 
Issues at Kentucky Plant
 JBS-Swift and Company has agreed 
to pay $47,800 in fines and update its 
Louisville, KY, rendering operations to 
reduce odor emissions. The Louisville 
Metro Air Pollution Control Board 
states in a proposed order that on at 
least 20 days from February 2006 to 
December 2007, the plant “emitted or 
caused to be emitted into the ambient air 
a substance that created an objectionable 
odor beyond the company’s property 
line.” The air board also alleges that the 
company failed to provide timely notice 
of excess emissions resulting from an 
upset of equipment and operated outside 
its permits.
 The order also requires JBS-Swift 
to complete scrubber and condenser 
upgrades by February 2009.

Meat Groups Vote in  
New Officers
 In October, both the American Meat 
Institute (AMI) and National Chicken 
Council (NCC) voted in new officers at 
their annual meetings.
 Elected as AMI chairman was Rod 
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Brenneman, president and chief executive 
officer (CEO) of Seaboard Foods; vice 
chairman for 2008-2009 will be Jeffrey 
Ettinger, chairman of the board, president, 
and CEO of Hormel Foods Corporation; 
and treasurer for the next year is Dennis 
Vignieri, president and CEO of Kenosha 
Beef International, Ltd.
 Serving as AMI secretary is Larry 
Odom, chairman, CEO, and president of 
Odom’s Tennessee Pride Sausage, Inc.; 
and immediate past chairman is David 
Miniat, president of Ed Miniat, Inc. J. 
Patrick Boyle was reelected to serve a 
twentieth year as the institute’s president 
and CEO.
 For the NCC, Michael Roberts, 
president of the Food Products Business 
of Perdue Farms, Inc., was installed as 
chairman, with Thomas Hensley Jr., 
president of Fieldale Farms, taking office 
as vice chairman. Bernard Leonard, 
group vice president of Food Service at 
Tyson Foods, Inc., was elected secretary-
treasurer for the chicken group.

Meeker Elected to 
USAHA Leadership
 Dr. David Meeker, senior vice 
president of Scientific Services for the 
National Renderers Association, was 
elected third vice president of the U.S. 
Animal Health Association (USAHA) 
at its 112th meeting in late October. 
USAHA is an organization of state and 
federal animal health officials, practicing 
veterinarians, livestock producers, 
research scientists, and others concerned 
with animal health.
 Dr. Don Hoenig, state veterinarian 
for Maine, was elected USAHA 
president. Other officers announced are 
Dr. Richard Breitmeyer, state veterinarian 
for California, president-elect; Dr. 
Steven Halstead, state veterinarian for 
Michigan, first vice president; Dr. David 
T. Marshall, state veterinarian for North 
Carolina, second vice president; and Dr. 
William L. Hartmann, state veterinarian 
for Minnesota, treasurer. James Leafstedt, 
a pork producer from Alcester, SD, is 
immediate past president.
 Traditionally, an industry represen-
tative enters the officer rotation every 
fifth year. Meeker was nominated with 
the support of other animal agriculture 
associations and should advance to 
president of USAHA in 2013.
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Mark Your

Calendar
January 2009

International Livestock Congress-
USA, “Global Beef – Meating the 
Demand,” January 13, Denver, CO. 
For schedule and registration, visit www.
theisef.com, or call (303) 777-5662.

Association of American Feed 
Control Officials Mid-year Meet-
ing, January 20-22, Tucson, AZ. Contact 
Sharon Krebs at (765) 385-1029, 
e-mail sharon@aafco.org, or log on to  
www.aafco.org.

Pet Food Regulatory and Tech-
nical Conference: Understanding 
Emerging Trends in the Pet Food 
Industry, January 27-28, Atlanta, GA. 
Co-sponsored by the American Feed 
Industry Association and the Poultry 
Protein and Fat Council. Contact Alexa 
Stanco, AFIA, at (703) 558-3570, 
e-mail astanco@afia.org, or log on to  
www.petfoodconference.com.

Animal Agriculture Environmental 
Sustainability Summit, January 
27-28, Atlanta, GA. Sponsored by a 

coalition of stakeholders in animal 
agriculture, including the National 
Renderers Association. Log on to www.
animalagenvironmentalsummit.com.

International Poultry Expo, January 
28-30, Atlanta, GA. For the first time, a 
rendering section will be included in the 
show. Log on to www.ipe09.org.

Cattle Industry Convention 
and National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association Tradeshow, January 
28-31, Phoenix, AZ. Log on to  
www.beefusa.org.

February

National Biodiesel Conference 
and Expo, February 1-4, San Francisco, 
CA. Log on to www.biodieselconference.
org.

Aquaculture America 2009, 
February 15-18, Seattle, WA. Log on to 
www.was.org.

Pacific Coast Renderers Associa-
tion 77th Annual Convention, 
February 19-22, Carmel Valley, CA. 
Contact Jeanette Caito at (415) 441-
2121, or e-mail caitosf@mcn.org.

National Meat Association 
MEATXPO’09, February 22-25, Las 
Vegas, NV. Log on to www.meatxpo.
org.

Pumper and Cleaner Environmen-
tal Expo International, February 
25-28, Louisville, KY. Log on to www.
pumpershow.com.

U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
85th Annual Agricultural Outlook 
Forum, February 26-27, Arlington, VA. 
Log on to www.usda.gov/oce/forum.

March

Western United Dairymen’s 
Annual Convention, March 4-6, 
Rohnert Park, CA. Log on to www.
westernuniteddairymen.com/html/
convention.html.

American Meat Institute Annual 
Meat Conference, March 8-10, Denver, 
CO. Log on to www.meatconference.
com.

World Biofuels Markets Congress, 
March 16-18, Brussels, Belgium. Log on 
to www.greenpowerconferences.com/
wbm_2009/index.html.

Brazilian Expo Render, March 26-
27, Sao Paulo, Brazil. Log on to www.
fenagra.com.br/conteudo/english.html, 
or e-mail daniel@editorai9.com.br.

National Grain and Feed 
Association 113th Annual Conven-
tion, March 29-31, Orlando, FL. Log on 
to www.ngfa.org/conventioninfo.asp.

National Institute of Animal 
Agriculture Annual Meeting, March 
31-April 2, Louisville, KY. Log on to 
www.animalagriculture.org R
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Poultry Carcass Disposal 
Paper Released
 The Council for Agricultural Science 
and Technology (CAST) has released 
a new issue paper, Poultry Carcass 
Disposal Options for Routine and 
Catastrophic Mortality, the second in 
a three-part series on livestock carcass 
disposal. Swine Carcass Disposal 
Options for Routine and Catastrophic 
Mortality was released in July 2008.
 Carcass disposal is one of the 
major issues that poultry production 
facilities encounter daily. Effective 
disposal options are essential, regardless 
of mortality, and a comprehensive 
understanding of the wide array of carcass 
disposal technologies will facilitate the 
identification and implementation of 
effective disposal strategies. This CAST 
issue paper addresses routine disposal 
practices such as burial, incineration, 
composting, rendering, and alkaline 
hydrolysis, as well as strategies for the 
disposal of catastrophic poultry losses.
 The full text of the paper is available 
free of charge on the CAST Web site at 
www.cast-science.org. 

Smithfield Beef Group 
Sale Completed
 On October 23, 2008, Smithfield 
Foods, Inc., completed the previously 
announced sale of Smithfield Beef 
Group, Inc., its beef processing and cattle 
feeding operation, to JBS S.A. for $565 
million in cash (see “Newsline” in the 
April 2008 Render).
 The sale included 100 percent of 
Five Rivers Ranch Cattle Feeding, 
LLC, which previously was in a 50/50 
joint venture with Continental Grain 
Company. Immediately preceding the 
closing of the JBS transaction, Smithfield 
Beef acquired Continental Grain’s 50 
percent investment in Five Rivers for 
2,166,667 shares of Smithfield Foods’ 
common stock.
 Smithfield Foods expects that the 
net proceeds of the JBS transaction 
(consisting of $565 million received 
at closing, plus approximately $150 
million in net proceeds from the sale of 
the retained cattle inventory post-closing 
after payment of associated debt) will be 
used primarily for debt reduction.

Stokes Resigns as  
CEO of Cattlemen
 Terry Stokes, chief executive officer 
(CEO) of the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, (NCBA) will resign 
his position following the 2009 Cattle 
Industry Convention, January 31, 2009. 
He said representing cattlemen and 
championing their cause has been the 
greatest honor and the most fulfilling 
job of his career, but explained it also is 
all-consuming. Stokes said he is looking 
forward to spending time with his family 
and exploring new opportunities.
 Stokes joined NCBA in 1996 as 
chief financial officer and was appointed 
CEO in 2002. During his tenure as CEO, 
association revenues grew 41 percent, 
with membership growing more than 17 
percent in the past three years.
 A CEO search committee is 
evaluating applicants, with hopes to have 
a candidate in place by early 2009.

Washington Beef  
Settles EPA Violations
 Washington Beef, a beef processing 
facility in Toppenish, WA, will spend 
at least $115,942 to settle alleged risk 
management program violations under 
the federal Clean Air Act.
 The Washington Beef facility uses 
more than 10,000 pounds (lbs.) of 
anhydrous ammonia for refrigeration 
purposes. At that level of use, section 
112(r) of the Clean Air Act requires 
the company to implement a risk 
management program.
 Under the terms of the settlement, the 
company will pay a penalty of $25,942, 
and spend at least $90,000 implementing 
a supplemental environmental project 
(within a year) that requires the purchase 
and installation of a new internal 
ammonia alarm system and related safety 
equipment. In the event of an ammonia 
release at the facility, this system is 
expected to improve both response time 
and safety for employees, emergency 
responders, and the local community.
 According to legal documents filed 
with the case, an inspection took place on 
June 21, 2006, at Washington Beef’s cold 
storage warehouse in Toppenish, WA, 
within the Yakama Indian Reservation. 
Based on the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) inspection and follow-up 
information provided by the company, 

EPA determined that Washington Beef 
failed to comply with several risk 
management program requirements from 
at least August 2, 2004, through June 1, 
2007. The violations have since been 
corrected. 

USDA Releases  
Animal Health Report
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA’s) Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) has released 
the 2007 U.S. Animal Health Report, a 
national overview of domestic animal 
health in the United States.
 The report addresses the many 
components of the U.S. animal health 
infrastructure; approaches to animal disease 
surveillance, control, and eradication; 
animal population demographics; and 
new initiatives. In addition, it describes 
significant epidemiologic events that 
occurred in 2007.
 The report includes a chapter devoted 
to a number of strategic areas specific to 
the veterinary services mission, including 
emergency planning and preparedness; 
avian influenza surveillance; aquatic 
health; national animal identification; and 
comprehensive, integrated animal-health 
surveillance. The report is available 
on the APHIS Web site at www.aphis.
usda.gov/publications/animal_health/
animal_health2007.shtml.

Westfalia Opens  
Western Region Center 
 GEA Westfalia Separator, Inc., 
has opened a new, full-service facility 
in Patterson, CA. The 24,000-square-
foot building features a complete shop 
for repair and service of all clarifiers, 
separators, and decanters. The building 
also houses a full parts inventory and 
training center that will allow demon-
strations of both individual machines and 
complete systems for customers.
 According to the company, the 
$5.5 million facility makes Westfalia 
Separator the only North American 
centrifuge supplier to offer both East and 
West Coast repair shops. The California 
facility will also serve as home base 
for the company’s western region sales 
team. GEA Westfalia Separator, Inc., is 
the North American subsidiary of GEA 
Westfalia Separator with headquarters in 
Oelde, Germany. R
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EMPLOYMENT

Project Engineers Needed 
A major rendering company is 
looking for several experienced 

engineers to take them to the next 
level. For more information, contact 

Jerry Rich at (316) 425-5695

EQUIPMENT/SERVICE

Odom Trucking Company, Inc. 
Specialized Transportation of Fats 
and Oils. Contact Steve Odom @ 

(828) 479-4504 or visit us @ 
www.odomtrucking.com

The BioTote Biodiesel Factory 
ASTM B100 – Turnkey Factory 

Comm’l Output at Homebrew Pricing 
200-800 Gallon Per Day Capacity 

11K to 27K Price Range 
(818) 760-2823 

www.stopxon.com

Clear Computing Software 
www.clearcomputing.com  

(888) 332-4327

Biodiesel Processing? 
 We have all sizes of SWECO 
screeners, parts, and screens. 
Reconditioned and new models 

Fast delivery 
ScreenerKing.com, Inc. 

(866) 265-1575

Solid WW DAF – Add Value! 
Encapsulate WW DAF sludge/fat 
into non-oily dry high-fat product 
with our process. (913)710-0957 
or www.rigeltechcorp.com for info

Used Boilers For Sale 
700 HP 150# O2 trim Economizer 

500 HP 200# Gas-#5 Oil 
500 HP 150# Complete Boiler Room 

Much more for your boiler room. 
Sales@McCainEnginneering.com 

(205) 663-0123

Reach 1,000s of potential 
customers - 1st 3 lines only $28 
editors@rendermagazine.com  

(530) 644-8428
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Won’t Let You Down

A word about quality
from a friend at Dupps

Phone: 937-855-6555

Fax: 937-855-6554

Email: info@dupps.com

www.dupps.com

The Dupps family includes all the dedicated

and hard working employees whose efforts,

loyalty and pride have made our company

the best in the business. Compare our level

of knowledge, experience and service with

any of our competitors.  When you do,

we’re sure you’ll agree that Dupps is your

logical choice.

Scott Libecap —
CNC Programming & Tooling Manager

“Quality and experience,
you see them in every
part we make.”

“In the machine shop, we all understand how every part

in a Dupps system works. That’s important, because we

know the tolerances we have to hold to make sure each

part is right.

“We design the fixtures, we create the CNC programs

and we test the tooling. All in an effort to make the best

parts we can. A case in point: our new manufacturing cell

that makes our Pressor® cast flights. We applied the

latest machining and tooling technology so we could take

advantage of a new casting process—today our cast

flights are much stronger and have a much longer service

life. We can make the flights quicker now too, so they’re

always on the shelf when a customer needs them.

“I enjoy my contact with our customers too, because it’s

a chance for me to learn what their needs are. We

promise that a customer can reach us twenty-four

hours a day, seven days a week, and one of my jobs is

to answer calls on weekends. We’ll pull parts from the

warehouse and ship the same day to keep a customer

up and running.

“I feel our biggest advantage is our experience. We take

our knowledge of what our customers need and apply it

in ways to make better equipment.”




